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OLYMPIC  ARENA,  the  annual  Missile  Com- 
bat Competition  has  become  a command  tra- 
dition identified  with  the  finest,  most  professional 
missilemen  in  the  world.  This  year,  for  the  tenth 
time,  SAC  missilemen  from  the  nine  strategic  mis- 
sile wings  will  gather  at  Vandenberg  AFB  to  con- 
tinue the  perpetual  wing  rivalry  to  determine  which 
wing  is  “Best  of  the  Best.”  The  coveted  Blanchard 
Trophy  is  again  the  prize.. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  77  marks  a decade  of 
head-to-head  competition  that  has  enhanced  and 
strengthened  one  leg  of  the  Triad  — the  powerful 
and  professional  Intercontinental  Ballistic  Missile 
(ICBM)  deterrent  force.  Each  year  since  “CUR- 
TAIN RAISER”  in  1967,  the  innovations  necessary 
for  the  wings  to  remain  competitive  have  consistent- 
ly provided  refined  operational  procedures  result- 
ing in  more  efficient  operations.  At  first,  these  bene- 
fits were  reaped  only  by  operations  and 
maintenance  teams,  but  as  time  passed,  it  became 
increasingly  clear  that  the  missile  support  function- 
al areas  could  also  benefit  from  the  fruits  of  such  a 
competition. 

Today,  OLYMPIC  ARENA,  in  a very  real 
sense,  is  for  everyone  — the  total  missile  communi- 
ty. During  the  1975,  76  time  period  the  competition 
was  expanded  to  include  the  missile  support  areas  of 
communications,  civil  engineering,  security  police, 
and  vehicle  operators.  Such  total  involvement  in  the 


competition  has  provided  us  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cover new  innovations  and  techniques  in  virtually 
every  missile  related  area  across  the  force. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  77  provides  yet  another 
incentive  for  the  competing  units  to  exhaustively 
analyze  each  task  and  procedure  with  a critical  eye 
toward  improvement.  This  year’s  competition  may 
well  be  the  most  representative  competition  to  date 
with  the  addition  of  new  maintenance,  communica- 
tions, and  civil  engineering  tasks,  Air  Force  Special- 
ty Codes  represented  and  functional  areas  exer- 
cised. The  largest  group  of  competitors  in 
OLYMPIC  ARENA  history  will  vie  for  awards 
which  identify  them  as  the  best  in  their  profession. 

History  has  proven  that  OLYMPIC  ARENA 
achieves  results.  The  professional  ability  that  com- 
petitors have  gained  through  dedicated  study  and 
intense  training,  the  pride  and  spirit  derived  from 
SAC  missile  wings  competing  against  each  other, 
the  attention  focused  on  the  free  world’s  most  po- 
tent strategic  deterrent  force,  and  increased  public 
awareness  of  strategic  weapons  in  maintaining  the 
peace  all  have  contributed  significantly  to  enhanc- 
ing and  improving  the  SAC  missile  force.  OLYM- 
PIC ARENA  77  will  join  an  already  impressive  list 
of  past  missile  competitions,  truly  symbolizing  a 
decade  of  excellence.  — Col.  Eugene  J.  Shattuck, 
Jr.,  Hq.  SAC/DOM. 
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During  the  thirty-one  years  that 
Strategic  Air  Command  has  ex- 
isted as  a designated  entity  of  nation- 
al defense,  the  tools  and  tactics  of  the 
profession  of  arms  have  undergone 
the  most  stupendous  revolution  in 
history.  This  revolution  has  impacted 
on  every  major  facet  of  conflict  con- 
sideration, including  concentration, 
fire  power,  range,  and  accuracy.  It 
has  even  spawned  two  entirely  new 
central  strategic  offensive  systems  — 
the  sub-launched  ballistic  missile  and 
the  intercontinental  ballistic  missile 
and  a variety  of  important  secondary 
strategic  weapons. 

As  one  who  has  been  “on  board”  or 
“in  the  vicinity”  during  the  entire  ex- 
istence of  SAC  — and  has  been  in  a 
sense  both  patriarch  and  progeny  — 1 
am  proud  to  have  had  a part  in  this 
ordered  revolution.  I say  this  not  as 
one  who  supports  weapons  of  war  for 
the  sake  of  war  but  as  one  who  knows 
that  it  is  our  very  thorough  and  con- 
sistent preparation  for  conflict  which 
has  precluded  it.  Although  there  are 
those  in  our  society  who  maintain 
that  we  no  longer  need  to  be  strong 
because  we  are  at  peace,  it  has  been 
an  article  of  faith  for  those  of  us  in 
SAC  that,  in  fact  we  are  at  peace  be- 
cause we  have  been  and  are  strong. 

For  eighteen  of  those  thirty-one 
years,  SAC’s  ICBM  force  has  been 
instrumental  in  the  reality  of  that 
strength.  The  men  and  women  who 
have  conceived,  built,  and  main- 
tained this  force  are  military  profes- 


sionals and  patriots  of  the  first  order, 
all  of  whom  deserve  America’s  sin- 
cere thanks  . . . they  certainly  have 
mine! 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  allows  us,  in 
some  measure,  to  present  this  appre- 
ciation to  our  missile  force  as  we 
present  the  best  of  our  missile  force 
for  all  the  world  to  see  and  evaluate. 
At  Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base  each 
spring  we  are  able  to  recognize  all 
missileers  through  the  competitive 
performances  of  the  “Best  of  the 
Best”  in  several  career  fields.  We  are 
able  to  demonstrate  for  all  the  world 
to  see  that  the  ICBM  force  is  not 
simply  an  ivory  tower  concept  in  the 
minds  of  strategic  thinkers,  but  a 
hard-core,  capable,  combat-ready 
force  of  interacting  men  and  ma- 
chines — in  all  ways  devoted  to 
peace,  yet  always  ready  for  war. 

We  are  able  to  demonstrate  this 
capability  because  of  the  magnificent 
legacy  of  dedicated  people  and  capa- 
ble equipment  left  us  by  our  prede- 
cessors. Those  of  us  who  are  now  “on 
watch”  must  be  similarly  dedicated  to 
providing  for  those  who  will  follow 
the  very  best  in  plans,  equipment, 
and  people..  We  must  choose  wisely, 
train  meaningfully,  and  select  our 
equipment  with  great  care  for  the 
burdens  on  our  nation  and  its  econo- 
my. The  parameters  within  which  we 
do  so  will  be  the  funds  and  funda- 
mental missions  to  which  we  are  as- 
signed by  our  President  and  Con- 
gress. We  are  duty  bound,  as 


servicemen  and  women,  not  only  to  : 
perform  our  duties  precisely  as  di- 
rected, but  also  to  recommend  ; 
through  established  processes  how  1 
best  to  accomplish  these  missions  en- 
trusted to  us.  We  must  constantly  be 
on  guard,  however,  that  “the  best 
does  not  become  the  enemy  of  the 
good”  and  we  must  not  present  our 
recommendations  without  great  con- 
cern for  what  we  can  afford  . . . just 
as  we  have  concern  for  what  is 
needed. 

For  the  last  thirty  odd  years,  SAC 
has  been  a central  element  of  our  na- 
tional policy  of  Deterrence.  We  have 
been  able  to  stay  on  the  “bow  wave” 
of  national  defense  because  our 
members  have  been  amenable  to  — i! 
and  eager  for  — change  when  it  was 
perceived  to  increase  our  military  ef- 
fectiveness. It  appears  to  me  that  for 
the  next  thirty  years,  this  dynamic 
spirit  will  be  doubly  necessary  for  all  : 
of  SAC’s  people. 

Strategic  arms  advances  in  tech-  I 
nology  and  limitations  through  nego- 
tiation may  well  find  the  ICBM  force  ' 
we  know  today  unrecognizable  to  us  1 
in  future  decades.  1 do  not  expect  that 
this  will  be  so,  but  think  it  necessary  1 
that  those  who  perform  the  align- 
ments and  “turn  the  keys”  today  — 
and  who  will  command  and  manage 
tomorrow  — must  be  ready  to  ac- 
commodate changes  in  their  profes-  I 
sion  which  may  make  Alvin  Toffler’s  1 
predictions  in  Future  Shock  seem  j 
mild. 
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i Those  of  us  in  the  military  are 
1 often  accused  — with  some  justifica- 
• tion  — of  preparing  to  fight  future 
wars  with  concepts  and  weapons  of 
the  last.  That  has  not  been  the  prede- 
liction  of  those  in  SAC,  and  1 hope 
that  it  will  never  be  so.  The  ICBM 
force  of  SAC  stands  as  patent  evi- 
dence of  our  ability  to  change  and  to 
adapt  to  the  realities  of  our  times.  It 
: seems  to  me  that  we  must  be  dedicat- 
ed in  first  instance  toward  providing 
for  those  to  come  — regardless  of 
change  required  — the  most  capable 
' strategic  force  within  our  abilities. 

' For  the  next  thirty  years  those  who 
are  the  Strategic  Air  Command  must 
be  ready  to  accept  — even  further  — 
; change  when  it  is  in  our  nation’s  in- 
terest to  change.  But  changes  in 
: “how”  to  do  our  job  . . . not  changes 
in  those  things  that  go  to  the  “why”  of 
1 SAC’s  professionalism  — the  dedica- 
tion, integrity,  and  selflessness  of 
SAC’s  people  in  the  service  of  our 
' nation! 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  1977  is  the 


1 major  opening  stanza  in  SAC’s  saga 
of  “ The  Next  Thirty  Years.”  1 know 
we  will  be  proud  of  the  performance 
of  SAC’s  superb  missile  units  and  can 
look  forward  to  another  meaningful 
demonstration  of  the  military  skills 
of  this  vital  aspect  of  the  world’s 
greatest  military  command. 


General,  USAF 
Commander  in  Chief,  SAC 
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IN  COMPETITION 


The  44th  Strategic  Missile  Wing’s,  Ellsworth  AFB. 

The  Black  Hills  Bandits,  have  only  one  goal  in  mind  re- 
garding Olympic  Arena  1977  — win  the  Blanchard 
Trophy,  and  return  it  to  the  best  Strategic  Missile  Wing  in 
the  Strategic  Air  Command. 

Planning,  coordinating  and  team  selection  began  in  the 
fall  of  1976  underthe  leadership  of  Col.  Judson  C.  Faurer, 
commander,  and  Col.  Charles  J.  Varvi  Jr.,  44  SMW 
Olympic  Arena  project  officer.  They  initiated  an  Olympic 
Arena  program  emphasizing  esprit  de  corps  and  a profes- 
sional desire  to  strive  for  that  something  extra  which  se- 
parates the  best  from  those  who  also  ran.  Training  was 
intensive  and  as  of  1 Jan.  1977,  Colonel  Varvi  and  his  staff 
of  project  officers  for  each  category  were  training  Ells- 
worth’s Black  Hills  Bandits  to  be  prepared  for  the  pres- 
sures of  Olympic  Arena  and  ready  for  any  surprises  dur- 
ing competition.  Training  called  for  “no  stones  to  be  left 
unturned”,  which  will  result  in  44  SMW  competitors  ar- 
riving at  Vandenberg  with  a high  degree  of  self- 
confidence. 

Maj  Ray  Urbanski  heads  up  the  Black  Hills  Bandits 
Combat  Operations  Team.  His  experience  includes  nine 
years  in  the  missile  career  field  and  he  is  currently  Chief, 
44  SMW  Standardization  and  Evaluation  Division.  As- 
sisting Major  Urbanski  with  training  of  the  Olympic  Are- 
na combat  crews  is  Capt.  Vincent  Cannava  and  2Lt  Rub- 
en “Bud”  Sailor.  Ellsworth’s  four  primary  Olympic  Arena 
combat  crews  are  Crew  E-079,  Capt  Eugene  Kipp  and  2Lt 
Wayne  Mendez;  Crew  E-089,  lLt  Frank  Metrusky  and 
2Lt  Carl  Hamblin;  Crew  E-168,  lLt  Mike  Hail  and  lLt 
Arnulf  Alanis;  and  Crew  E-186,  Capt  Dick  Lamothe  and 
lLt  Jim  Warner,  Ellsworth’s  Alternate  Combat  Opera- 
tions Crew  is  Crew  E-039,  Capt  Odise  Watts  and  2Lt  Paul 
Dilella.  Crew  E-039  also  assists  with  Olympic  Arena 
training  and  handles  scheduling  for  the  Olympic  Arena 
Operations  Team.  The  Operations  Team  sports  three 
Olympic  Arena  veterans,  Capt  Gene  Kipp,  lLt  Frank 
Metrusky  and  1 Lt  Mike  Hail.  Capt  Kipp  and  Lt  Hail  each 
have  one  year  of  OA  experience  while  Lt  Metrusky  is  a 
two-time  veteran  who  has  ranked  in  the  top  third  during 
Olympic  Arena  competition  the  past  two  years.  These 
three  officers  are  Team  Leaders.  Their  experience  is  prov- 
ing invaluable  to  the  successful  preparation  of  the  Black 
Hills  Bandits  Olympic  Arena  Operations  Team. 

Capt  Wally  Smartt  is  the  Black  Hills  Bandits  Civil  En- 
gineering Olympic  Arena  team  project  officer.  This  is  the 
second  year  Civil  Engineering  has  participated  in  Olym- 
pic Arena  competition.  Last  year’s  Water  Treatment 
Team  consisting  of  SSgt  Richard  Pratt  and  Mr.  Donald 
Toso  scored  108  (90%)  of  a possible  120  points  which 


placed  2nd  in  the  CE  division.  Sgt  Pratt  and  Mr.  Toso  are 
returning  for  Olympic  Arena  77  and  are  joined  by  an 
Electrical  Team  composed  of  Sgt  William  Fox  and  Mr. 
Daniel  Sullivan.  These  two  teams  are  determined  to  place 
first  in  the  Civil  Engineering  category  of  Olympic  Arena. 
The  competitive  and  team  spirit  displayed  by  Mr.  Toso  is 
a high  motivational  factor  for  the  Black  Hills  Bandits 
team. 

The  44  Missile  Security  Squadron  is  competing  in 
Olympic  Arena  for  the  fourth  time.  Team  project  officer 
and  convoy  commander  2Lt  Chuck  Crouch  is  an  Olympic 
Arena  veteran  who  firmly  believes  the  44  MSS  will  meet 
the  demands  of  O A competition  and  prevail  as  the  Best  in 
SAC.  The  Black  Hills  Bandits  Security  Team  includes 
SSgt  Terry  Lacaillade  and  Sgt  Stan  Kennard  (Flight  Se- 
curity Controllers);  Security  Alert  Team  leaders  are  SrA 
Dave  Pollinger  and  SrA  Leroy  Koonce;  Security  Alert 
Team  members  are  A1C  John  Clvert  and  A1C  Mark 
Lorence.  A1C  Lorence  joins  Lieutenant  Crouch  as  an 
Olympic  Arena  veteran  and  shares  Lieutenant  Crouch’s 
positive  feeling  that  the  44  MSS  will  overcome  competi- 
tion frustration  and  prevail  as  the  Best  in  SAC. 

The  44  Communication  Squadron  is  sending  two  com- 
munications teams  to  compete  in  Olympic  Arena;  a Mis- 
sile Control  Communications  Systems  (MCCS)  Mainte- 
nance Team  and  a SAC  Automated  Command  and 
Control  Systems  (SACCS)  Maintenance  Team.  The 
MCCS  Team  consists  of  SSgt.  Ellis  “Gene”  Stevens  and 
SrA  Francis  Parker.  SSgt  Stevens  is  an  Olympic  Arena 
repeater.  This  is  the  first  year  for  SACCS  maintenance 
competition  in  Olympic  Arena.  The  Black  Hills  Bandits 
SACCS  Team  members  are  SSgt  Gordon  “Mick"  Mickel- 
son  and  SSgt  Steven  “Steve”  Westin.  The  44th  Communi- 
cations Olympic  Arena  Communications  Teams  reflect 
the  overall  concentration  and  dedication  of  all  Black  Hills 
Bandits:  “The  spirit,  attention  to  detail  and  professional 
effort  put  forth  during  training  for  Olympic  Arena  is  un- 
matched by  anything  I have  ever  witnessed,”  says  Lieuten- 
ant Hoff,  who  is  certain  the  Comm  Teams  will  prove  they 
are  the  “Best  in  SAC”. 

As  is  true  with  all  44  SMW  Black  Hills  Bandits,  the  44 
SMW  Olympic  Arena  maintenance  personnel  were  select- 
ed for  their  sustained  superior  performance  and  their  abil- 
ity to  produce  outstanding  results  under  intense  pressure. 
1 Lt  Linda  Zemke,  OIC  of  44  FMMS  Field  Supervision 
and  Installation  Resident  Consultant  for  Military 
Women  is  the  44  SMW  Olympic  Arena  Maintenance 
project  officer.  Her  Technical  Advisor  is  TSgt.  John 
Stinebuck  who  holds  the  honor  of  being  Team  Chief  of 
the  only  MMT  Team  to  achieve  a perfect  score  during 
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A flyer  all  my  career,  I never  really 
got  to  know  much  about  the 
missile  business.  Missileers,  I 
thought,  spent  a lot  of  time  in 
concrete-lined  subterranean  struc- 
tures; spoke  a foreign  language  com- 
prised mainly  of  technological  terms; 
and  did  a lot  of  Buck  Rogers- 
sounding  things  with  hypergolic  pro- 
pellants, oxydizers,  solid  fuel  boos- 
ters, ballistic  flight  trajectories, 
reentry  vehicles,  and  strange  things 
like  that. 

Little  did  I know  that  missileers 
were  part  of  the  SAC  crew  force  and 
pulled  a lot  of  alert? 

1 had  to  learn  more  about  the  mis- 
sile business  in  a hurry.  Fortunately, 
they  got  me  a slot  for  the  Ballistic 
Missile  Staff  Course  at  Vandenberg 
AFB  — an  illuminating  experience. 
In  size,  power,  striking  speed,  and 
sophistication,  the  word  impressive 
seemed  totally  inadequate  to  describe 
missile  hardware.  A Titan  II,  for  ex- 
ample weighs  more  than  a fully 


loaded  KC-135  when  they  launch  it 
straight  up  out  of  an  underground 
silo.  To  a guy  who  has  watched  a lot 
of  runway  go  by  from  a tanker  cock- 
pit — that’s  impressive.  Further- 
more, the  thing  has  no  aero-dynamic 
flight  controls.  Like  its  solid  fuel 
powered  little  brother,  the  Minute- 
man,  it  comes  out  of  its  blast  resistant 
burrow  balanced  on  the  thrust  of  its 
first  stage  booster;  a technique  called 
thrust  vectoring.  The  Titan’s  exhaust 
nozzles  are  gimbal  mounted  and  gyro 
stabilized.  They  make  very  small, 
•coordinated  and  accurately  con- 
trolled changes  in  alignment  with  the 
airframe  centerline  to  control  liftoff 
and  the  initial  phase  of  the  down- 
range  journey,  or  what  missilemen 
call  the  first  stage  of  powered  flight. 
Subsequent  stages  of  powered  flight 
are  also  carefully  calculated  in  terms 
of  amount,  duration,  and  direction  of 
thrust.  Desired  result  of  powered 
flight  is  release  of  the  reentry  vehicle 
at  precisely  the  point  where  it  will 
follow  a ballistic  flight  path  to  the 


programmed  target.  Needless  to  say, 
the  systems,  control  circuitry,  com- 
puter, and  supporting  facilities  for 
such  a device  will  keep  a pilot  asking: 
“What’s  that?”  for  as  long  as  you 
have  someone  available  to  provide 
answers.  By  the  way,  if  the  above  des- 
cription sounds  like  a handyman’s 
version  of  the  hydrogen  bomb  to  any 
of  you  missileers  who  may  be  reading 
this  — remember  they  can  only  cover 
so  much  in  one  week  at  Vandenberg. 

In  1975,  I happened  to  be  TDY  at 
Vandenberg  during  the  missile  com- 
petition. The  first  thing  I found  out 
was  that  everybody  there  knew  a lot 
more  about  missiles  than  I did.  My 
nonmetallic  left  breast  pocket,  to- 
gether with  the  note  pad  and  the  cam- 
eras hung  around  my  neck  made  it 
obvious  to  everyone  else  as  well.  But 
during  the  next  few  days,  I met  some 
of  the  evaluators  and  team  members 
in  the  world  series  of  missilery  and 
found  out  what  the  competition  was 
all  about. 

I wasn’t  allowed  to  be  present  dur- 
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ing  the  actual  competition.  After  all, 
with  malfunctions  galore,  the  evalua- 
tors watching,  and  time  of  the  es- 
sence, the  last  thing  competitors 
needed  was  a reporter  with  a flash 
camera.  After  the  actual  competi- 
tion, however,  certain  parts  of  the 
activity  that  involved  no  hazard  to 
bystanders  were  repeated  for  my  ben- 
efit. At  these  times  I was  able  to 
eavesdrop  on  competitor’s  conversa- 
tion or  ask  questions  during  their 
break  periods. 

1 particularly  remember  a Minute- 
man  electro-mechanical  team  ap- 
pearing at  the  hatch  of  the  launch 
facility,  securing  the  area,  exiting  the 
security  fence,  and  walking  over  to 
their  pickup  truck  for  a 15-minute 
breather.  They  looked  tired.  Both 
men  stared  into  the  distance  as  they 
stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  leaning 
against  the  truck.  They  seemed  un- 
aware of  the  scenic  rolling  country- 
side and  the  broad  blue  Pacific.  They 
spoke  in  quiet  tones.  “Do  you  think 
we  caught  that  last  problem  quickly 
enough?”  “I  don’t  know;  do  you 
think  Minot  will  beat  our  time?”  “I 
fumbled  around  some  with  my  tech 
order  after  one  of  my  page  markers 
came  off;  do  you  think  he  saw  that?” 
“If  we  did  it;  he  saw  it.”  The  conversa- 


tion went  on  like  that,  punctuated  by 
the  shifting  of  weight  from  one  weary 
foot  to  another  or  the  movement  of  a 
smoke  from  hand  to  mouth  and  back 
to  hand  again. 

After  the  break,  a whole  crowd 
would  enter  the  competition  launch 
facility  — or  missile  procedures 
trainer  in  the  case  of  crew  competi- 
tors. The  motion  picture  teams 
would  set  up  their  lights  and  cameras. 
Then  the  chief  movie  maker  would 
confer  with  the  maintenance  team 
chief  or  missile  combat  crew  com- 
mander about  what  his  part  of  the 
competition  had  consisted  of,  and 
what  part  they  could  best  rerun  for 
the  camera.  The  competitors  were 
really  great  about  this.  They  were  ob- 
viously bone-tired  from  long  weeks 
of  preparation  and  the  pressure  of 
competition.  Yet  they  took  the  time 
and  trouble  to  explain  their  jobs  to 
people  who  had  very  little  missile 
background  when  any  human  being 
under  like  circumstances  would  rath- 
er be  relaxing  with  a cold  beer. 

While  all  this  was  going  on,  I got 
some  good  shots  of  the  competitors, 
got  to  talk  to  some  of  them,  and 
found  out  that  climbing  through  mis- 
sile facilities  all  day  long  is  too  stren- 
uous for  out  of  shape  pilots. 


Although  the  tough,  highly  techni- 
cal grind  of  competition  takes  place 
in  the  launch  facilities  I learned  that 
scores  are  posted  at  night  in  competi- 
tion headquarters.  In  fact,  the  final 
result  probably  won’t  be  known  even 
then.  True,  the  score  which  says  a lot 
about  how  well  individual  teams  did 
will  be  posted,  but  when  it  comes  to 
determining  winners  you  also  need  to 
know  how  well  everybody  else  did.  In 
addition,  most  competitors  must 
compete  twice,  on  two  different  days, 
and  it’s  the  best  total  score  of  the  two 
performances  that  determines  indi- 
vidual category  winners.  Let’s  also 
not  forget  that  while  an  individual 
team  victory  may  be  very  profession- 
ally satisfying,  it’s  victory  for  the 
wing  that  competitors  really  came 
for.  A great  example  of  that  is  the 
1975  event.  One  unit  didn’t  win  a sin- 
gle event.  They  did  have  a very  well 
balanced  wing  effort,  however,  and  it 
produced  a very  consistent  and  high 
quality  performance  by  all  their  com- 
petitors in  every  phase  of  the  compe- 
tition. 

Needless  to  say,  the  competition 
headquarters  was  rocking  on  its 
foundation  every  night.  Wing  com- 
manders were  on  their  feet  cheering 
with  their  troops  and  the  whole  affair 
added  up  to  one  of  the  most  impres- 
sive displays  of  esprit  de  corps  I have 
seen  in  a long  career. 

Olympic  Arena,  like  the  old  SAC 
Bombing  and  Navigation  competi- 
tions, has  many  practical  benefits  for 
strategic  deterrence  such  as  provid- 
ing the  impetus  for  advanced  proce- 
dures, techniques,  and  methods  of 
testing  mission  effectiveness.  It  also 
does  a lot  for  us  from  the  public  rela- 
tions standpoint  — believe  me  the 
press  was  there  in  force  last  year.  But 
all  that  doesn’t  change  the  fact  that 
for  the  individual  it’s  just  a great  ex- 
perience to  be  there.  I’ll  soon  be  leav- 
ing my  TDY  assignment  and  going 
back  to  a tanker  squadron.  While  I 
look  forward  to  that  day  with  enthu- 
siasm, there  is  one  thing  I want  to  do 
first.  ‘I  want  to  see  Olympic  Arena  — 
just  one  more  time.  If  you  get  that 
chance  too  — take  it.  You’ll  never  be 
sorry. 
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A1C  Larry  Futch  and  SrA  Randy  Orwig  of  the  44SMW 
Field  Maintenance  Team  accomplish  a checkout  of  a 
launch  facility  brine  chiller  unit. 


Olympic  Arena  competition.  Lieutenant  Zemke  and  TSgt 
Stinebuck  are  responsible  for  the  training  of  five  mainte- 
nance teams  competing  in  Olympic  Arena  77:  1.  Field 
Maintenance  Team  (FMT),  2.  Mechanical  Team 
(MECH),  3.  Site  Security  Maintenance  Team  (SSMT),  4. 

Missile  Maintenance  Team  (MMT),  5.  Missile  Handling 
Team  (MHT).  FMT  members  are  SrA  Randy  Orwig  and 
A1C  Larry  Futch.  Their  task  is  to  maintain  air  flow  bal- 
ance in  the  environmental  control  system.  The  MECH 
team  representatives  are  SSgt  Mike  Sullivan  and  Sgt 
Vince  Briggs.  They  will  be  troubleshooting  and  repairing 
the  “A”  circuit  vault.  SSMT  consists  of  TSgt  Lew  Guthe- 
ridge,  SSgt  Bernie  Hautala  and  Sgt  Mike  Busch.  SSMPs  ( ^ 
task  is  to  troubleshoot  and  repair  the  “B”  plug.  TSgt  Dave 
Parker,  Sgt  Guy  Baker,  Sgt  Bob  Gaudino,  Sgt  Steve 
Kaup  and  SrA  Ray  Naranjo  make  up  the  MMT  team  and 
are  responsible  for  removing  and  installing  the  RV  and 
checking  out  the  system.  MHT  is  composed  of  SSgt  Craig 
Heimberger,  Sgt  Joe  Kirk,  A1C  Conrad  Maszka  and 
Amn.  Richard  Stephens.  Their  task  consists  of  a pre- 
operational  inspection  of  a transporter-erector,  check- 
outpreparation  and  positioning  for  missile  removal  and 
post-implacement  operation.  The  44  SMW  Maintenance 
representatives  for  Olympic  Arena  have  committed  them- 
selves to  prepare  for  the  competition  with  only  one  pur- 
pose in  mind  — win! 

Joining  Olympic  Arena  competition  for  the  first  time  is 
the  Munitions  Maintenance  Team  (MMT),  Capt  Pete 
Noyes,  MMT  Project  Officer,  selected  his  three  best  men 
for  the  task  of  performing  maintenance  on  the  re-entry 
vehicle:  SSgt  Larry  Reid,  Sgt  David  Johnson  and  Sgt 
Robert  Grimm.  Capt  Noyes  states:  “The  MMT  team  ob- 
viously has  no  prior  Olympic  Arena  experience  since  this 
is  the  first  time  MMT  has  been  involved  in  the  annual 
competition.  However,  the  dedication  and  willingness  to 
put  forth  extra  effort  in  preparation  for  Olympic  Arena 
displayed  by  this  team  insures  a 150%  effort  during  the 
competition.” 

That  rounds  out  the  44  SMW  teams  and  competitors 
for  Olympic  Arena  77.  The  Bandits  are  poised  and  ready 
for  ten  days  of  keen  competition  at  Vandenberg.  The  44 
SMW’s  theory  is  that  endless  hours  of  training,  studying 
technical  data,  concentration  and  psyching  up  for  the 
competition  will  pay  off  and  they  will  again  capture  the 
Blanchard  Trophy. 
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The  90th  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  F.E.  Warren  AFB. 

The  challenge  was  issued  and  met  in  old  Wyoming.  Out  of 
the  din  and  flurry  of  the  scramble  for  the  coveted  title  of 
Olympic  Arena  competitor,  42  victors  emerged  . . . their 
First  step  towards  the  ultimate  victory. 

The  next  steps  were  difficult  ones.  With  the  thrill  of  the 
initial  victory  behind  them,  competitors  busied  them- 
selves with  refining  and  perfecting  their  skills.  All  42  com- 
petitors are  eager  to  prove  their  worth  at  Olympic  Arena, 
whether  it’s  an  initial  or  repeat  performance. 

The  Missile  Handling  Team  members  include  SSgt 
Tommy  Reynolds,  Sgt  Richard  laconis,  Sgt  Richard 
Nowak,  and  Sgt  Donald  Nedza. 

SSgt  David  Gropp  returns  to  Olympic  Arena  to  repre- 
sent the  90th  for  his  fifth  year  in  a row  on  the  Missile 
Maintenance  Team.  Sgt  Kenneth  Roberts  and  SrA  Jerry 
Mullen  each  participated  in  OA  76.  Joining  them  will  be 
SSgt  William  Powers  and  Sgt  Mark  Sibila,  both  of  whom 
were  OA  76  alternates. 

SSMT  Team  chief  SSgt  John  Nation,  a veteran  of  OA 
73,  changes  hats  for  OA  77.  He  came  to  the  90th  SMW 
from  the  3901st  SMES,  evaluators  for  OA  competitions. 
His  team  members  include  Sgt  Kenny  Loyd  and  SrA 
Daniel  Strickland. 

Both  the  Mechanical  Shop  and  Munitions  will  be  re- 
presented for  the  first  time  this  year.  Members  of  the 
Mechanical  Shop  include  Sgt  Paul  Harrison  and  SrA 
Chestor  McIntosh.  Munitions  team  members  are  SSgt 
Wallace  Harbin  III,  SrA  Lee  Irick  III,  and  A1C  William 
Johnson. 

Last,  but  not  least,  representing  Warren  in  the  field  of 
Maintenance  is  the  Field  Maintenance  Team,  TSgt  Stev- 
en Cochrane  and  Sgt  Richard  W.  Root. 


44SMW  Alternate  Crew:  Capt  Odie  J.  Watts  and  2Lt  Paul 
A.  Dilella,  check  for  cool  and  adequate  air  flow  after  a reset 
of  the  emergency  air  conditioning  unit  fan. 


Civil  Engineers  will  be  newly  represented  at  Olympic 
Arena  by  the  Interior  Electrical  Team,  A1C  Jeffery  Dean 
and  A 1 C Richard  S.  Yeager,  who  will  compete  using  their 
skills  in  maintaining  elevators  and  their  components 
which  transport  personnel  and  equipment  to  a launch 
control  center. 

The  Environmental  Support  people  are  normally  re- 
sponsible for  the  electrodialysis  water  units  maintained  at 
each  missile  site.  Each  unit  contains  416  individual  filters, 


44SMW  Missile  Handling  Team  members:  (top  left)  AlC 
Conrad  Maszka,  (top  right)  Amn  Richard  Stephen,  (bot- 
tom left)  Sgt  Joseph  Kirk,  and  (bottom  right)  SSgt  Craig 
Heimberger  perform  a pre-operational  inspection  of  a 
transporter-erector  and  its  equipment. 

each  of  which  has  to  be  cleaned  periodically  to  insure 
proper  water  flow  for  missile  crews.  Representing  Warren 
this  year  will  be  AlC  Michael  Dee  and  AlC  Lawrence 
Lindsey. 

Three  members  from  Warren’s  missile  crew  force  at- 
tended OA  76.  Capt  David  W.  Olkowski,  Capt  Harry  E. 
Benjamin  and  lLt  David  W.  Chappell.  Captains  Olkow- 
ski and  Benjamin  were  crewed  together  during  the  76 
competition  and  placed  second  in  SAC.  This  year  they’re 
spreading  their  wealth  and  experience  and  will  be  teamed 
separately. 

From  the  319  Strategic  Missile  Squadron,  crew  S 024  is 
Captain  Benjamin  and  1 Lt  David  H.  Godwin.  Capt  God- 
win is  the  only  Warren  competitor  who  was  certified  in 
Minuteman  I from  the  90th  SMW. 

Crew  E 078  from  the  320  SMS  is  Capt  Joseph  A. 
Fahner  and  1 Lt  Kenneth  W.  Schroer. 

Representing  the  400  SMS,  crew  E 164,  are  veterans 
Captain  Olkowski  and  Lieutenant  Chappell. 

And  representing  the  320  SMS,  crew  E 068,  Capt  Law- 
rence W.  Jaynes  and  1 Lt  Ralph  H.  Tate  111.  Capt  Jaynes 
has  been  certified  as  a Minuteman  III  crewmember  for  a 
little  over  a year. 
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SO  /»</  G-OoAfP'Vt*  T'Hi  LhONCrt-  • • • 
SO  you  tousco-up  rHE  TMOCTlOkr 


Sr  A Robert  W.  Long  and  Sr  A James  E.  Olsen  return  to 
Olympic  Arena  on  the  same  Security  Alert  Team  again 
this  year.  The  second  Security  Alert  Team  will  be  A1C 
Richard  R.  Lund  and  A1C  David  R.  Arel.  Flight  Security 
Controllers  are  SSgt  Robert  Blade  and  SSgt  Richard  D. 
Patton  II,  a veteran  from  OA  76.  Convoy  Commander 
representing  the  90th  Security  Police  is  2Lt  Bruce  D. 
Guindon. 

Communications  will  expand  its  representation  this 
year  to  include  two  members  competing  in  the  SAC  Auto- 
mated Command  and  Control  System.  They  are  SSgt 
Thomas  C.  Noffsinger  and  Sgt  John  W.  Greaves. 

Sgt  Willie  Lee,  a returnee  from  OA  76,  will  team  up 
with  SrA  Martin  A.  Leeke,  on  the  Missile  Control  Com- 
munication System. 


SrA  Robert  W.  Long,  a member  of  the  90SMW  Security 
Alert  Team,  apprehends  a possible  intruder  during  a con- 
voy movement. 


The  91st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Minot  AFB.  “We’re 
fielding  the  best  Olympic  Arena  team  in  Minot’s  history, 
and  planning  to  bring  the  Blanchard  Trophy  back  to 
North  Dakota.  The  trophy  symbolizes  the  best  missile- 
men in  SAC,  and  every  competitor  here  knows  he  is  the 
best”. 

Those  were  the  words  of  Lt.  Col.  Thomas  A.  Gilkeson, 
wing  project  officer,  at  the  “kick-off’  party  at  the  Recrea- 
tion Center  on  22  February  which  formally  launched  the 
1977  Olympic  Arena  campaign  for  the  9 1st.  The  festivities 
provided  the  perfect  opportunity  for  the  base  to  meet  and 
congratulate  its  representatives  to  this  year’s  competition. 

Colonel  Gilkeson  introduced  each  of  the  competitors  to 
the  hundreds  of  supporters  present.  Only  seven  of  42  com- 
petitors return  from  last  year’s  team,  but  many  of  this 
year’s  team  members  have  had  other  Olympic  Arena  ex- 
perience. 
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On  the  operations  side,  five  of  the  eight  competitors 
have  had  some  OA  training  or  experience. 

Crew  E-042,  Capt  Kirby  M.  Fetzer,  MCCC,  and  lLt 
Terrence  G.  Crossey,  DMCCC,  is  the  only  Minot  combat 
crew  with  no  previous  OA  experience.  Capt  Fetzer  has 
four  HQs  and  Lt  Crossey  has  three.  Capt  Fetzer  has  also 
participated  in  one  “Glory  Trip”  (operational  test  launch) 
at  Vandenberg. 

Capt  Gerald  D.  Goff,  MCCC,  and  1 Lt  Edward  F.  Tei- 
geler  111,  DMCCC,  comprise  Crew  E-019.  Capt  Goff  par- 
ticipated in  one  previous  OA,  but  not  as  a combat  crew 
member.  He  was  a member  of  the  91st  Combat  Targeting 
Team  in  the  1970  competition.  He  was  also  a member  of 
the  Combat  Targeting  Team  on  a “Glory  Trip”  to  Van- 
denberg. Lt  Teigeler,  a member  of  the  1976  team  from 
Minot,  has  four  HQs  to  his  credit  and  Capt  Goff  has 
three. 

Crew  E-055,  Capt  Billy  J.  Harrold,  MCCC,  and  1 Lt 
Carl  L.  Critchlow,  DMCCC,  both  possess  OA  experi- 
ence. In  last  year’s  competition,  Capt  Harrold  was  teamed 
as  a deputy  with  Capt  Engle,  who  also  returns  for  the  1 977 
competition.  Capt  Harrold  has  five  HQs  and  his  deputy, 
Lt  Critchlow,  has  two.  Lt  Critchlow,  while  not  actually 
participating  in  last  year’s  event,  was  fully  qualified  as  the 
alternate  DMCCC  for  the  wing. 

Capt  Michael  R.  Engel  and  1 Lt  James  Bontadelli,  Crew 
E-149,  were  both  competitors  last  year,  but  on  different 
teams.  This  year,  they  combine  their  experience  to  make 
one  of  the  stronger  operations  crews.  Capt  Engel  has  eight 
HQs  and  the  15th  Air  Force  Crew  Excellence  Award, 
while  his  deputy  has  four  HQs  to  his  credit. 

“Maintenance  and  security  teams  reflect  a blend  of 
experience,  expertise  and  enthusiasm,”  said  Colonel  Gil- 
kerson. 

90SMW  Mechanical  Shop  Team  SrA  Chester  McIntosh 
and  Sgt  Paul  Harrison  repair  an  A-vault  security  pit  door 
which  secures  initial  access  for  entry  to  the  missile  and 
launcher  equipment  rooms. 


SSgt  William  Powers  and  SSgt  David  Gropp,  90SMW  Mis- 
sile Handling  Team,  perform  a self-test  on  an  explosive 
circuitry  test  set  to  insure  there  is  no  hazardous  current 
within  the  missile  system. 
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91SMW  Environmental  Support  Team  members:  A1C  Lyle 
B.  Herman  and  AlC  Terrence  B.  Wright.  This  will  be  the 
first  Olympic  Arena  competition  for  both  airmen. 


Competing  for  the  first  time  in  Olympic  Arena  will  be 
members  of  the  5th  Munitions  Maintenance  Squadron. 
This  three  man  team  is  comprised  of  TSgt  Paul  D.  Van- 
denberg,  SSgt  Rene  A.  Parent  and  AlC  Jon  T.  Hertzog. 
Vandenberg,  team  chief,  has  participated  in  one  “Glory 
Trip”  and  Sgt  Parent  has  been  on  eight  trips  to  Vanden- 
berg for  operational  test  launches.  In  addition  to  working 
on  the  Minuteman,  Sgt  Vandenberg  has  worked  on  the 
launch  crew  of  the  Mace  B missile. 

AlC  Lyle  B.  Herman  and  AlC  Terrence  B.  Wright,  the 
Environmental  Support  Team  are  graduates  of  the  Envir- 
onmental Support  Technical  Training  Course,  Sheppard 
AFB,  Tex.  and  are  both  assigned  to  the  91st  Civil  Engi- 
neers Squadron.  Airman  Herman,  team  chief,  also  pos- 
sesses a North  Dakota  Class  I Water  License  which  per- 
mits him  to  operate  a water  plant  in  North  Dakota. 
Airman  Wright  is  an  Honor  Graduate  of  the  school  at 
Sheppard. 

The  Interior  Electrical  Team  from  the  91st  Civil  Engi- 
neers Squadron  is  made  up  of  AlC  Phillip  W.  McCown 
and  AlC  Thomas  E.  Wheeler.  Amn  McCown  is  a gradu- 
ate of  both  the  Electrician  Training  and  the  Intrusion 
Detection  System  Courses  at  Sheppard  AFB,  Tex.  Amn 
Wheeler  was  graduated  from  the  Interior  Electrician 
School,  also  at  Sheppard. 

Representing  the  wing  as  members  of  the  Mechanical 
Maintenance  Team  are  SrA  Richard  A.  Moklofsky  and 
John  T.  Mason  V.  Both  airmen  are  three  year  veterans  of 
the  missile  field  and  will  be  competing  in  their  first  Olym- 
pic Arena. 

The  Site  Security  Team  was  introduced  next.  Sgt  Frank 
M.  Anderson  leads  the  team  with  Sgt  Charles  D.  Emery 
and  AlC  Thomas  R.  Smith  as  his  team  members.  This 


team  brings  almost  ten  years  combined  experiences  in  the 
missile  maintenance  field  to  this  year’s  competition. 

The  Facilities  Maintenance  Team  features  the  only 
WAF  in  the  competition  from  Minot  AFB.  SrA  Mary  M. 
Kidd  is  the  team  chief,  and  she  is  ably  assisted  by  SrA 
John  A.  Zepeda.  Both  competitors  are  very  highly  quali- 
fied in  their  field  and  will  be  competing  for  the  first  time. 

The  Missile  Handling  Team  takes  25  years  missile  ex- 
perience to  Vandenberg.  The  four  members  of  the  team. 
TSgt  Joe  W.  Griffey,  SSgt  Alfred  M.  Fishback,  Sgt  Dar- 
ryl K.  Jordan  and  AlC  Thomas  C.  Powell,  Jr.,  also  have 
participated  in  over  20  actual  missile  launches  at  Vanden- 
berg. Sergeant  Fishback  has  participated  in  15  of  those 
launches  since  1971.  The  team  chief,  Sgt  Griffey,  is  an 
experienced  OA  competitor,  being  a member  of  the  “Best 
Missile  Handling  Team”  in  the  1974  OA  competition. 

The  next  team  introduced  was  the  Missile  Maintenance 
Team  comprised  of  TSgt  James  M.  Chestney,  TSgt  Jo- 
seph L.  Graul,  Sgt  Vincent  D.  Dicks,  Sgt  Russell  C. 
Wagner,  Jr.,  and  SrA  Arthur  R.  Beck,  Jr.  One  member  of 
the  team,  Sgt  Wagner,  is  a returning  competitor  from  the 
1976  MMT.  The  team  members  have  participated  in  a 
combined  total  of  nine  launches  at  Vandenberg. 

The  91st  Communications  Squadron  is  sending  four 
men  to  this  year’s  competition.  Introduced  as  members  of 
the  Missile  Control  Cummunications  Systems  Team  were 
SrA  John  D.  Stafford  and  AlC  Paul  E.  Turner.  The 
Electronics  Computer  Systems  Team  includes  Sgt  Frank 
J.  Bode  and  SrA  Antonio  R.  Paiz.  This  year’s  event  will  be 
the  first  OA  competition  for  all  four  of  these  airmen. 

The  final  teams  to  be  introduced  were  members  of  the 
91st  Missile  Security  Squadron.  The  Convoy  Command- 
er will  be  1 Lt  Bruce  W.  Culp.  “Papa”  Team  Flight  Securi- 
ty Controller  is  SSgt  David  A.  Reynolds,  with  SrA  Scott 
H.  Green  as  Security  Alert  Team  (SAT)  Leader.  The  SAT 
member,  SrA  Scott  A.  Arsenault,  is  a veteran  of  last  year’s 
OA  competition. 

The  Flight  Security  Controller  for  “Sierra”  Team  is 
SSgt  Michael  J.  Yarber.  SrA  Clay  G.  Wright  is  the  SAT 
Leader  and  another  veteran  of  the  1 976  competition,  SrA 
Richard  E.  Seymour,  is  the  SAT  member. 


308SMW  Crew  S-169  (from  left):  Capt  Michael  M.  Evans, 
lLt  Albert  E.  Walmsley,  Jr.,  SSgt  Edward  R.  Renick,  and 
SSgt  Robert  L.  Sullivan. 
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308SMW  Propulsion  Team:  SSgt  Jackie  L.  Parker,  SSgt 
William  S.  Czapiel. 


The  308th  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Littlerock  AFB,  The 

“Year  of  the  Hog”  has  begun.  The  hog,  of  course,  is  the 
Arkansas  Razorback,  adopted  by  the  308th,  as  its  repre- 
sentative symbol  for  OLYMPIC  ARENA  COMPETI- 
TORS . The  hog  is  preparing  to  be  number  one  this  year 
at  OLYMPIC  ARENA.  Missile  combat  crews,  mainte- 
nance teams,  security  policy,  communications  and  civil 
engineer  competitors  want  to  bring  home  the  Blanchard 
Trophy.  All  competitors  are  primed  and  ready  after  the 
wing’s  record-setting  performance  during  the  recent 
3901st  Strategic  Missile  Evaluation  Squadron  visit.  The 
members  of  the  308th  know  they  are  the  best  in  the  Titan 
II  system,  and  they  are  ready  to  outpoint  the  Minuteman 
competitors  too.  The  four  operations  combat  crews  are 
striving  for  perfection  during  their  training  in  the  missile 
procedures  trainer.  The  maintenance  and  communica- 
tions teams  are  training  in  their  respective  shops  and  at 
the  missile  sites.  The  security  police,  while  maintaining 
security  for  the  missile  sites,  practice  for  the  competition. 

This  year,  there  are  two  non-SAC  units  supporting  the 
308th.  the  314th  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  (MAC)  and 
the  308th  Communications  Squadron  (AFCS).  The  314th 
Civil  Engineering  Squadron’s  representatives  won  their 
portion  of  the  competition  in  1976,  the  first  year  in  which 
they  competed.  They  hope  to  repeat  in  1977.  The  308th 
Strategic  Air  Command  Control  System  (SACCS)  Com- 
munication team  intends  to  win  in  the  first  contest  for  this 
field. 

The  308th  has  several  members  who  are  repeat  per- 
formers in  the  competition.  Capt  Steven  L.  Elarris,  Capt 
Robert  E.  Loach,  SSgt  Edward  R.  Renick,  SSgt  Robert 
L.  Sullivan,  SSgt  Vernon  G.  Markwardt,  and  SSgt  Leo  S. 
Schrubb  were  members  of  the  operations  team,  on  crews 
which  won  the  Best  Titan  II  Operations  in  1976.  TSgt 
Fred  L.  Stanton  and  Senior  Airman  Dennis  R.  Case  will 
again  lend  their  expertise  in  both  missile  maintenance  and 
vehicle  support.  Sgt  Joseph  M.  Good,  an  experienced  re- 
entry vehicle  team  member,  is  refining  his  techniques;  and 
Sgt  Willmer  Witkop  expects  to  make  use  of  his  experience 
to  win  in  the  communications  area. 

The  308th  Strategic  Missile  Wing’s  experienced  and 
highly  competent  teams  are  nearing  their  goal  of  perfec- 
tion. Watch  out,  this  is  the  Year  of  the  Hog. 


The  321st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Grand  Forks  AFB. 

One  of  the  teams  making  up  the  321st  Composite  Mainte- 
nance Team  for  Olympic  Arena  1977  is  the  319th  Muni- 
tions Maintenance  Squadron’s  best.  Emerging  from  the 
stiff  selection  process  in  that  squadron  are  SSgt  Kenneth 
D.  Judd,  team  chief;  A1C  Howard  G.  Miller  Jr,  member; 
and  A1C  Joseph  R.  Edwards,  member. 

The  members  of  the  Facilities  Maintenance  Team  are 
among  the  finest  in  the  321st  Field  Missile  Maintenance 
Squadron.  The  team  chief  for  this  pair  will  be  SSgt  Lari  J. 
Helgren.  He  is  joined  by  SrA  Walter  T.  Richard  Jr. 

Also  representing  the  FMMS  will  be  the  tops  in  the 
Mechanical  section  SSgt  Richard  C.  Smith,  team  chief, 
and  team  member  SrA  Roy  W.  Ford.  They  will  be  joined 
by  one  more  team  from  the  FMMS. 

SSgt  Billy  M.  Noll  will  be  the  team  chief  for  the  Site 
Security  Maintenance  Team.  His  team  members  are  SSgt 
Robert  L.  Krosschell  and  Sgt  (SSgt  selectee)  Mark  C. 
Everett. 


Missile  Maintenance  Team,  A1C  Robert  B.  Kethley,  SrA 
Dennis  R.  Case,  and  TSgt  Fred  L.  Stanton. 


This  year’s  Missile  Maintenance  Team  members  were 
the  best  selected  from  the  321st  Organizational  Missile 
Maintenance  Squadron.  The  top  team  is  comprised  of 
TSgt  Wilson  H.  West,  team  chief,  returning  to  Vanden- 
berg  for  the  fifth  time  and  hoping  to  step  into  the  winner’s 
circle  for  the  third  time.  His  team  members  are  SSgts 
John  T.  McMahon  and  Richard  A.  Brownell  Jr,  and  Sgts 
Wayne  H.  Shields  and  Jerry  L.  Gupton.  This  will  be  SSgt 
Brownell’s  first  trip  to  Vandenberg  since  he  served  on  the 
Glory  Trip  56GB.  (SSgt  selectee)  Gupton  is  returning  to 
the  site  of  his  1976  victory.  He  and  Sgt  Shields  have  also 
been  designated  to  compete  as  vehicle  operators. 
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mated  Command  Control  System  team  chief  is  Sgt  Ro- 
bert D.  Harriman.  He  is  joined  by  A1C  Paul  W.  Ingold. 
SSgt  Charney  will  be  competing  for  his  second  time. 


Rounding  out  the  Composite  Maintenance  Team  are 
the  members  of  the  321st  OMMS  who  survived  the  selec- 
tion for  the  Missile  Handling  Team.  Sgt  Bryan  M. 
O’Brien  will  serve  as  team  chief,  and  will  also  serve  as  a 
vehicle  operator.  Sgt  Don  E.  Danford  will  join  him  as 
both  a MHT  member  and  as  a vehicle  operator.  Other 
team  members  are  A1C  John  E.  Ridout  and  A1C  Thomas 
J.  Zacharias. 

Emerging  victorious  from  the  321st  Civil  Engineering 
Squadron  eliminations  are  Electrical  Team  members  Mr. 
William  S.  Miller  and  A1C  Bryan  J.  Scoles,  and  the  En- 
vironmental Support  Team  SrA  Paul  M.  Gonzales  and 
A1C  David  S.  Turko.  Mr.  Miller  and  SrA  Gonzales  will 
be  the  team  chiefs. 

The  321st  Communications  Squadron  will  be  repre- 
sented by  their  two  teams.  The  Missile  Control  Commun- 
ications System  team  chief  is  SSgt  Robert  D.  Charney. 
His  member  is  Sgt  Edward  F.  Edwards.  The  SAC  Auto- 


Combat  Crews  representing  the  321st  Strategic  Missile 
Wing  this  year  are  the  best  of  the  applicants  for  the  com- 
petition. Crew  S-058  is  commanded  by  lLt  Russell  C. 
Lowmiller.  With  three  years  on  crew,  Russ  plans  on  pin- 
ning on  his  captains  bars  in  May.  His  Deputy  is  1 Lt  John 
M.  West. 

1 Lt  Eugene  C.  Williams  will  be  travelling  to  Var.den- 
berg  for  his  third  competition  commanding  crew  E- 1 53. 
2Lt  Michael  G.  Borders  will  be  his  Deputy. 

Having  the  experience  of  Glory  Trip  30F  under  his  belt, 
Capt  Bobby  E.  Roberts  commands  crew  E-154.  His  Dep- 
uty will  be  Robert  H.  Lamontagne,  a brand  new  first  lieu- 
tenant. 

Capt  James  Sweeder  anticipates  completing  his  second 
masters  degree  this  summer  through  the  Minuteman  Edu- 
cation Program.  His  Deputy  on  crewS-221  is  1 Lt  Donald 
W.  Shields  who  is  returning  to  Olympic  Arena  for  the 
second  time. 


341SMW  Operations  Crew:  Capt  T.  Elmore  and  lLt  M.  Cravens. 


The  pressure  is  on  the  321st  Security  Police  Group 
team.  With  this  being  the  third  year  that  the  security  po- 
lice have  participated,  this  year’s  team  hopes  to  maintain 
their  record  and  keep  the  Best  Security  Police  trophy  at 
Grand  Forks  with  their  third  win.  1 Lt  Larry  A.  Bucking- 
ham will  serve  as  Convoy  Commander.  The  Flight  Securi- 
ty Controllers  are  SSgt  Thomas  J.  Irish  and  Sgt  Fredrick 
McElfresh.  The  Missile  Security  Alert  Team  members  are 
Sgt  Angel  Santiago-Pinto,  A1C  James  P.  Godfrey  II, 
A1C  Gerald  S.  Tenenblatt,  and  Amn  Robert  J.  Rosch. 
Sgt’s  McElfresh  and  Santiago-Pinto  also  represented  the 
base  in  last  year’s  competition. 


The  341st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Malmstrom  AFB. 

Anxious  to  retain  the  Blanchard  Trophy  at  Malmstrom 
Air  Force  Base,  the  1977  341st  Strategic  Missile  Wing 
Olympic  Arena  competitors  have  meticulously  prepared 
for  the  competition  in  a manner  reminiscent  of  the  spirit 
of  ’76. 

Lt  Col  Donald  W.  Wilcox,  project  officer,  expresses  his 
enthusiasm  for  this  year’s  team:  “The  spirit  and  attitude  of 
our  Olympic  Arena  competitors  is  truly  inspiring.  Train- 
ing for  the  added  events  in  Communications,  Civil  Engi- 
neering and  Maintenance  has  proceeded  with  all  of  the 
skill  and  confidence  of  a winning  team.  The  43  competi- 
tors from  Malmstrom  Air  Force  Base  are  the  finest  per- 
sonnel yet  to  enter  this  event.” 

Operations  project  officer  Lt  Col  Lloyd  J.  Rowe  adds, 
“Operations  will  field  an  aggressive  team  of  launch  offic- 
ers whose  28  years  of  missile  duty  experience,  enthusiasm 
and  dedication  demonstrates  the  vitality  of  our  service 
and  the  Olympic  Arena  competition.  Since  they  have  pre- 
vailed over  a field  of  more  than  50  applicants,  these  men 
have  developed  a positive  mental  attitude.  They  are 
winners.” 

These  launch  officers  include  Capt  Kenneth  P.  Hanu- 
shek  and  1 Lt  David  K.  Hedges;  Capt  Robert  A.  Sapp  and 
1 Lt  Kenneth  P.  Hanson;  Capt  Travis  E.  Elmore  and  1 Lt 
Michael  A.  Cravens;  Capt  Joseph  C.  Toole  and  1 Lt  Kel- 
vin R.  Coppock.  The  alternates  are  1 Lt  James  N.  Noffsin- 
ger  and  1 Lt  John  E.  O’Connor. 

According  to  Capt  Roger  Tollerud,  341SMW  mainte- 
nance project  officer,  “The  spirit  and  morale  of  this  year’s 
competitors  surpasses  any  enthusiasm  I have  yet  seen  on  a 
team.  SSgt  Danny  M.  Faulkner  and  Sgt  Douglas  Massen- 
gale  return  for  more  OA  competition,  and  they  have  led 
our  team  with  the  poise  and  skill  of  veterans.  Our  mainte- 
nance team  has  both  professional  pride  and  the  desire  to 
show  the  rest  of  Strategic  Air  Command  how  victory  is 
won.” 

Four  new  teams  from  the  maintenance  shop  enter  the 
competition  this  year:  the  Site  Security  Maintenance 
team  composed  of  Sgt  Kenneth  K.  Dobitz,  A 1C  Morrow 
S.  Krum,  Jr  and  Amn  Thomas  W.  Dixon  will  be  evaluat- 
ed on  their  ability  to  troubleshoot  faults  and  effect  repairs 
on  the  secondary  door  of  a launch  facility;  Mechanical 
team  members  TSgt  Stephen  M.  Molchanand  A1C  Mark 
D.  Matthews  will  diagnose  and  repair  problems  in  the  “A” 
circuits  of  Launch  Facilities;  A1C  Calvin  R.  Dumas  and 
A1C  Calvin  R.  Thompson  of  the  Facilities  Maintenance 
team  will  perform  Environmental  Control  Systems  air- 
flow maintenance  on  an  LF;  and  Re-entry  Vehicle  team 
members  SSgt  Michael  E.  McClaurin,  SrA  Larry  E.  But- 
terfield and  Amn  Paul  R.  Wright  will  be  judged  on  their 
ability  to  inspect,  build  and  electrically  test  the  Mark  1 1 
re-entry  vehicle. 

The  remainder  of  the  19-man  maintenance  contingent 
will  participate  in  the  recurring  missile  handling  and  mis- 
sile handling  and  missile  maintenance  competition.  Mis- 
sile Maintenance  team  members  are  TSgt  James  R.  Toms, 


SSgt  Danny  M.  Faulkner,  Sgt  Douglas  Massengale,  A1C 
Lawrence  M.  Moravec  and  SrA  Wallace  J.  Blair.  SSgt  Ira 
J.  Morris,  Sgts  Richard  A.  Wood,  Anthony  Zaleski  and 
A1C  Ronald  D.  Espinoza  compose  the  Missile  Handling 
team. 

“The  Security  Police  competitors  are  going  to  win  this 
year,”  claims  SP  project  officer  Capt  Michael  K.  Schret- 
tenbrunner.  “This  year’s  team  welcomes  the  return  of  OA 
veterans  2Lt  Edward  M.  Saxon,  convoy  Commander  and 
Security  Alert  team  members  Sgt  James  E.  Kruger  and 
A1C  Robert  C.  Wysocki.  They  will  return  to  Vandenberg 
to  claim  the  first  place  trophy  which  barely  eluded  them 
one  year  ago,”  Captain  Schrettenbrunner  said.  The  new 
team  members  include  Flight  Security  Controllers  SSgt 
Robert  J.  Burns  and  SSgt  George  E.  Prehn  and  SAT 
members  A1C  Don  R.  Stiles  and  A1C  John  E.  Capen. 
There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Security  Police 
will  clinch  first  place  this  year. 


341SMW  Electrical  Support  Team:  Amn  S.  Weber  and 
A1C  J.  Nolan. 


1 Lt  Buddy  C.  Caples.  Civil  Engineers  project  officer, 
emphatically  declares  that,  “Civil  Engineering  will  walk 
away  with  first  place  honors  this  year.  Sgt  Gregory  S. 
Gruwell  and  A1C  John  Kenneth  Clark  of  the  Environ- 
mental Support  team  provide  the  backbone  of  experience 
with  their  first  place  finish  in  1976.  A1C  Steven  C.  Weber 
and  Amn  John  Patrick  Nolan  of  the  Electrical  Support 
team  possess  just  the  right  blend  of  youthful  experience 
and  professionalism  which  is  needed  to  win.”  They  will  be 
tested  on  their  ability  to  perform  major  repairs  and  ad- 
justments on  a launch  control  facility  elevator.  Mean- 
while, the  veteran  team  of  Sgt  Gruwell  and  A1C  Clark 
have  been  building  up  their  own  momentum  toward  April 
27th  — they  were  recently  rated  the  “best  yet  inspected” 
by  3901  Strategic  Missile  Evaluation  Squadron  evalua- 
tors in  January  1977. 

MSgt  Joe  Christian,  project  NCO  for  the  341SMW 
Communication  Squadron,  has  “perfect  confidence  in 
our  competitors.  Although  the  competition  team  has  ex- 
panded from  two  to  four  men,  training  has  proceeded  in 
outstanding  fashion.  We  are  prepared.  We  will  win.” 
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MSgt  Christian’s  charges  include  SSgts  Bernard  R.  Rudo 
and  Robert  F.  Davis;  Sgt  Russell  P.  Hammond  and  A1C 
Arlice  J.  Wright.  Both  teams  will  be  tested  on  their  ability 
to  troubleshoot  and  repair  communications  equipment  in 
an  Emergency  War  Order  environment. 

Colonel  Gerald  E.  Mcllmoyle,  341 SMW  commander 
reflects  upon  the  intense  training  of  the  team.  “The  eager- 
ness and  professionalism  of  these  Olympic  Arena  compet- 
itors has  been  fueled  by  their  high  morale,  molded  by 
excellent  training  and  tempered  by  the  presence  of  Olym- 
pic Arena  veterans.  Months  of  intense  training  has  trans- 
formed 43  individuals  into  a team  which  is  ready,  able  and 
eager  to  compete  for  the  Blanchard  Trophy.  This  blend  of 
skill,  youth,  and  experience  is  an  inspiration  to  the  entire 
Malmstrom  and  Great  Falls,  Montana  community.  The 
spirit  of  ’76  that  was  renewed  during  the  bicentennial  year 
is  infused  in  our  competitors  and  community.  We  are 
ready.” 


A1C  John  R.  Rish  (left)  and  SSgt  Kemith  E.  Nelson, 
351SMW  Mechanical  Shop,  will  represent  their  wing  at 
Olympic  Arena  77. 

The  351st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Whiteman  AFB.  Af- 
ter a close  second-place  finish  in  last  year’s  competition, 
the  35 1 st  has  fielded  a team  second  to  none  in  preparation 
for  the  wing’s  drive  to  the  Blanchard  Trophy.  Enthusiasm 
is  high  at  Whiteman  and  competitors  have  been  training 
since  early  in  the  year  to  bring  top  honors  back  to  central 
Missouri  for  a third  time. 

Representing  Whiteman  Air  Force  Base  and  the  351st 
will  be:  Combat  Crew  Members  1 Lt  Irvin  C.  Ness  and  2Lt 
William  L.  Goetz,  Capt  Andrew  M.  Schmitz  and  1 Lt 
Larry  D.  Wroten,  Capt  David  L.  Mastin  and  1 Lt  David 


SSgt  Jewel  R.  Hand,  team  chief  of  the  381SMW  Missile 
Maintenance  Team,  prepares  tool  box. 

H.  Manning,  Capt  Jerry  M.  Drennan  and  1 Lt  Michael  F. 
Kaiser  and  alternate  crew  1 Lt  David  L.  Walton  and  2Lt 
Jessie  E.  Johnson. 

Members  at  the  maintenance  contingent  are  SSgts 
Lewis  H.  Arnold  and  John  R.  Scott  and  Sgt  Kerry  M. 
Sullivan  (RV);  SSgt  Richard  R.  Holt,  SrA  Patricia  A. 
Dupuis  and  A1C  Richard  A.  Bailey,  Gary  A.  Morin  and 
Ronald  D.  Wisneiwski  (MMT);  SSgt  John  R.  Giles,  Sgts 
Verdock  A.  Barnes  and  James  F.  Cole  and  Amn.  Martin 
W.  Beaver(MHT);  Sgt  Bonnie  J.  Overeem,  SrA  Jeffery  L. 
Grimes  and  A1C  Roger  W.  Scott  (SSMT);  SrA  Alex- 
ander J.  Cekala  III  and  Jerry  A.  Palmer  (FMT);  SSgt 
Kemith  E.  Nelson  and  A1C  John  R.  Rish  (MECH). 

Sgts  Stephen  C.  Gunter  and  Dean  C.  Olson,  SrA  Roger 
D.  Armstrong  and  A 1 C Adolf  H.  Arp  will  compete  in  the 
communications  sector. 

1 Lt  Douglas  R.  Brown,  SSgts  Charles  S.  Sadowski  and 
Ladon  C.  Johnson,  Sgt  Jeffrey  A.  Stagg,  SrA  Brian  G. 
Clever  and  Carmelo  E.  Burgoes,  A1C  Sean  J.  Walsh  and 
Sgt  James  E.  Wrightsil  (alternate)  represent  Whiteman’s 
security  police. 

MSgt  Del  L.  DeBoe,  TSgt  Homer  R.  Watkins,  Sgt 
Philip  R.  Reynolds  and  WG-10  Milton  D.  Cunningham 
head  the  crews  from  civil  engineering.  Their  alternates  are 
A1C  Howard  M.  Gorden  and  Marvin  J.  Winger. 

Lt  Col  (colonel  selectee)  Wayne  Bithell  is  Whiteman’s 
Olympic  Arena  project  officer.  When  asked  to  express  his 
opinion  of  the  Fighting  Mules  of  Missouri,  Colonel  Bi- 
thell said,  “In  reviewing  the  35 1 st’s  team  this  year,  I notice 
the  same  spirit  and  expertise  as  was  present  in  last  year’s 
competitors.  We  feel  our  chances  of  winning  the  Blan- 
chard are  excellent.  While  selecting  and  training  our 
teams,  we  have  kept  that  goal  in  mind.  The  351st  is  not 
going  to  Vandenberg  just  to  compete  — we  are  going  to 
win.” 
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The  381st  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  McConnell  AFB. 

Competitors  from  the  381st,  through  a lengthy  and  de- 
manding training  schedule,  have  prepared  well  for  their 
goal  of  winning  the  Blanchard  Trophy  for  an  unprece- 
dented third  time. 

Last  year,  McConnell’s  team  won  the  Best  Titan  II 
Wing  honors  and  fourth  place  overall  with  an  89.4  per 
cent  effort.  In  addition  to  their  standing  as  the  top  Titan  II 
Wing,  the  381st  SMW  competitors  won  the  awards  for 
Best  Titan  Crew,  Best  Titan  Reentry  Vehicle  Team,  Best 
Titan  Electronics  Team,  Best  Titan  Missile  Maintenance 
Team  and  Best  Titan  Communications  Team.  They  also 
received  the  Air  Force  Logistics  Command  Titan  Logis- 
tics Trophy. 

The  Titan  II  team  from  Kansas  won  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  as  the  best  missile  wing  in  SAC  in  1975  and  1972. 
They  are  the  only  Titan  II  wing  to  ever  win  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  and  are  tied  with  the  35 1st  SMW  from  Whiteman 
AFB  and  the  321st  SMW  of  Grand  Forks  AFB,  as  the 
only  two-timer  winners.  McConnell  also  won  the  Best 
Titan  II  Trophy  in  1967  — the  first  year  of  the  competi- 
tion. 

Combat  Missile  Crews  from  the  532nd  and  533rd  Stra- 
tegic Missile  Squadrons  have  undergone  intensive  prac- 
tice sessions  at  the  Missile  Procedures  Trainer  in  their 
quest  for  the  best  operations  award  at  this  year’s  Olympic 
Arena. 

Each  of  the  four  crews  are  made  up  of  two  officers  and 
two  enlisted  men.  To  qualify  for  the  Olympic  Arena  team, 
each  man  finished  at  the  top  in  a competitive  series  of 
written  tests  and  exercises  conducted  in  the  MPT. 

Representing  the  532nd  SMS  are  Capt  Terry  L. 
Brumm,  Missile  Combat  Crew  Commander,  and  lLt 
Kenneth  J.  Dziewulski,  Deputy  Missile  Combat  Crew 
Commander.  TSgt  Ronald  E.  Long  is  the  Missile  Systems 
Analyst  Technician  and  SSgt  Danny  R.  Furniss  will  hold 
down  the  Missile  Facilities  Technician  position.  Capt 
Brumm  was  a member  of  the  1974  McConnell  Olympic 
Arena  team  and  SSgt  Furniss  was  on  the  1975  team  that 
claimed  the  Blanchard  Trophy  as  the  “Best  Missile  Wing 
in  SAC.”  The  other  two  men  have  had  no  prior  Olympic 
Arena  experience. 

Also  representing  the  532nd  SMS  are  lLt  Donald  Fo- 
ley, MCCC,  and  2Lt  David  Stinson,  DMCCC.  SrA  Ken- 
neth E.  Davidson  is  the  MSAT  and  SSgt  Benny  B.  Teague 
is  the  MFT.  None  of  the  four  men  have  had  previous 
Olympic  Arena  experience. 

Competing  for  the  533rd  SMS  will  be  1 Lt  Dana  H.  Bell, 
MCCC  and  1 Lt  Terry  G.  Cook,  DMCCC.  The  MSAT  is 
A1C  Michael  F.  Gremillion  and  A1C  Gary  M.  Hansen  is 
the  M FT.  Like  Lt  Foley’s  crew,  none  of  the  four  have  had 
prior  Olympic  Arena  experience. 

Also  from  the  533rd  SMS  is  1 Lt  Kenneth  W.  Botte- 
miller,  MCCC  and  his  crew.  Lt  Bottemiller  is  the  only 
member  of  the  16-man  Operations  group  who  was  on  last 
year’s  Olympic  Arena  team.  The  DMCCC  is  1 Lt  David  J. 
Runt.  Sergeant  Tim  W.  Brown  is  the  MSAT  and  SrA 
Daniel  M.  Hainline  will  be  serving  as  the  MFT.  Lt  Botte- 
miller is  the  only  member  of  his  crew  to  have  participated 
in  an  Olympic  Arena  before. 

According  to  Major  Tom  Pfieffer,  Olympic  Arena  Op- 
erations Project  Officer,  a twice-a-week  training  schedule 
at  the  MPT  has  been  in  effect  for  the  four  crews  since  the 
first  week  in  January. 

During  the  practice  sessions,  the  men  are  tested  on  their 
rigid  compliance  with  technical  orders,  on  their  speed  in 
solving  problems  and  on  the  accuracy  of  their  solutions. 
To  train  for  Olympic  Arena,  McConnell  crews  follow 
exercise  scenarios  similar  to  those  used  in  past  meets. 


Every  procedure  they  use  is  scrutinized  carefully  to  elimi- 
nate error;  and,  after  each  training  session  a critique  is 
given  to  point  out  flaws. 

In  Olympic  Arena,  each  missile  crew  will  compete  in 
two  trainer  exercises  each  lasting  approximately  two 
hours  and  worth  300  points.  The  total  wing  effort  in  Oper- 
ations will  have  a possible  value  of  2400  points  toward 
winning  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 

The  381st  SMW  Olympic  Arena  maintenance  competi- 
tion comprises  one  of  the  larger  segments  of  the  McCon- 
nell AFB  Olympic  Arena  Team.  Sixteen  highly  qualified 
and  dedicated  individuals  have  been  chosen  to  represent 
the  entire  McConnell  maintenance  contingent  at  the  an- 
nual missile  competition.  Each  individual  is  personally 
striving  to  achieve  the  difficult  goal  of  winning  at  all  levels 
of  the  competition  to  fulfill  the  ultimate  dream  of  bringing 
back  the  coveted  Blanchard  Trophy. 


AlC  Michael  W.  Yardley,  381SMW  Missile  Security  Alert 
Team  member. 
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Sgt  William  Pierson  and  AlC  Larry  E.  Artrip,  381SMW 
Missile  Maintenance  Team  members,  do  a repair  job  on  the 
missile. 


The  maintenance  competitors  are  divided  into  six  dif- 
ferent teams  — RPIE  or  Facilities  (Power  Production) 
Team,  Missile  Maintenance  Team  (MMT),  Munitions 
Team  (RV),  Pneudraulics  Team,  Propellant  Transfer 
Team,  and  Propulsion  Team.  The  Missile  Maintenance 
Team  will  also  be  competing  in  separate  vehicle  operator 
exercises. 

This  year’s  maintenance  competition  blends  veteran 
areas  and  its  associated  exercises  with  new  areas  that  are 
being  evaluated  for  the  first  time  in  competition.  Exer- 
cises that  have  been  added  to  this  year’s  competition  will 
be  performed  by  members  of  the  Facilities  Team,  Pneud- 
raulics Team  and  Propellant  Transfer  Team. 

This  year’s  maintenance  teams  have  a wealth  of  talent, 
experience  (average  4.5  years),  youthful  desires  (average 
23  years  old),  plus  the  added  incentive  to  win.  The  veteran 
teams  are  being  coached  by  individuals  who  have  been 
through  the  rigors  and  glory  at  the  Vandenberg  missile 
showplace.  The  new  teams  are  comprised  of  individuals 
who  have  demonstrated,  in  their  everyday  maintenance 
efforts,  that  they  can  withstand  the  pressures  of  the  in- 
tense competition. 

With  the  competition  only  a short  time  away,  the  elite 
maintenance  technicians  have  begun  training  in  earnest. 
The  plan  calls  for  each  team  to  receive  training  in  conjunc- 
tion with  scheduled  maintenance.  In  addition  to  on- 
equipment  training,  time  is  being  devoted  to  pre-task 
preparation  training  and  technical  data  familiarization. 

Each  team’s  goal  in  competition  is  to  insure  their  re- 
spective systems,  are  reliable  and  would  contribute  to  a 
successful  Titan  missile  launch.  The  success  or  failure 
under  evaluation  conditions  depends  on  the  ability  of 
each  maintenance  team  to  successfully  complete  required 
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Members  of  the  341SMW  Security  Police  Team. 


exercises  and  troubleshooting  within  specified  time 
frames. 

The  RPIE  Team  has  the  responsibility  of  checking  mis- 
sile complex  diesel  equipment  by  performing  a diesel 
alarm  shutdown  inspection.  Sgt  Curtis  G.  Vosika  has 
been  chosen  as  Team  Chief  with  AlC  Rex  A.  McDowell 
supporting  him  as  a team  member.  Coaching  the  team  is 
SSgt  Meryl  E.  Bischoff. 

The  tasks  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Missile  Mainte- 
nance Team  consist  of  performing  a seal  replacement  and 
dew  point  check  on  a Titan  Stage  II  missile  engine.  In 
addition  to  their  MMT  exercises,  the  team  will  also  be 
performing  as  drivers  in  the  vehicle  operator  competition. 
The  Missile  Maintenance  Team  is  led  by  SSgt  Jewel  R. 
Hand.  Team  Chief,  with  Sgt  William  V.  Pierson  and  AlC 
Larry  E.  Artrip  rounding  out  the  team  as  team  members. 
Coaching  the  team  is  SSgt  Gary  L.  Vanhouter. 

The  Munitions  Team  has  a special  goal  this  year.  In 
Olympic  Arena  — 1976,  the  Reentry  Vehicle  Team  was 
selected  as  the  best  in  Strategic  Air  Command.  All  the 
team  members  are  determined  to  achieve  a repeat  per- 
formance. SSgt  Robert  Williams,  Team  Captain  in  Olym- 
pic Arena  — 1976,  is  contributing  his  knowledge,  skill  and 
experience  by  functioning  as  the  Team  Coach. 

The  Munitions  Team  has  the  specific  task  of  perform- 
ing an  in-shop  assembly  of  a reentry  vehicle.  Five  individ- 
uals have  been  chosen  to  perform  this  exercise.  Sgt  David 
W.  Kooser  will  function  as  Team  Chief  with  support  from 
the  following  team  members:  Sgt  Gary  D.  Roddy  (Olym- 
pic Arena  — 1975),  SrA  Rex  A.  Schecter  (Olympic  Arena 
— 1976),  AlC  Lawrence  L.  Moses  and  AlC  Roger  D. 
Smith. 
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The  Pneudraulics  Team  task  includes  performing  an 
airborne  hydraulic  actuator  adjustment.  The  new  exer- 
cise will  be  performed  by  Sgt  Larry  R.  Ross,  Team  Chief, 
and  A1C  James  M.  O’Conner,  team  member.  Coaching 
the  team  is  SSgt  Steven  M.  Huizenga. 

The  last  new  exercise  to  be  performed  will  be  completed 
by  the  Propellant  Transfer  Team.  This  team  performs  the 
electrical  checkout  of  a propellant  conditioning  trailer. 
SSgt  John  G.  Mock,  Team  Chief  and  SSgt  Donald  W. 
Benge  will  rely  on  their  vast  propellant  transfer  experi- 
ence gained  at  both  McConnell  AFB  and  Vandenberg 
AFB  to  achieve  a winning  score.  SSgt  Mock  will  also 
compete  in  the  vehicle  operator  exercise. 

The  final  maintenance  team  event  will  be  performed  by 
the  veteran  Propulsion  Team.  SSgt  James  K.  Reed,  Team 
Chief  (Olympic  Arena  — 1975),  and  Sgt  Forrest  D.  Bur- 
gess will  perform  the  arduous  tasks  of  continuity,  torque 
and  leak  checks  on  a Tital  Stage  1 engine. 

Each  maintenance  team  is  evaluated  and  scored  ac- 
cordingly with  a maximum  or  perfect  score  being  400 
points.  For  each  discrepancy  noted  during  an  exercise, 
points  will  be  deducted  from  the  starting  point  of  400 
points.  Team  competition  is  stressed  in  that  each  team 
member  contributes  to  the  winning  of  the  individual  “Best 
Maintenance  Team”  award  by  attaining  the  highest  score 
in  their  category. 

As  the  competition  progresses  and  the  scores  from  var- 
ious teams  are  combined,  the  emphasis  shifts  to  the  “Best 
Missile  Maintenance  (Col  George  V.  Leffler  Memorial 
Award)”  which  is  won  by  the  highest  combined  score 
attained  by  a composite  maintenance  team.  The  total 
possible  wing  composite  maintenance  team  score  is  2,400 
points.  In  addition,  the  AFLC  Logistics  Trophy  is  pre- 
sented to  the  Best  Overall  Minuteman  and  Tital  II  Com- 
posite Maintenance  Teams. 


381SMW  Team  Chief  of  the  RPIETeam,  Sgt  Curtis  Vosika, 
checks  missile  complex  diesel  equipment. 


From  among  the  members  of  the  composite  mainte- 
nance team,  four  men  have  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
381st  SMW  in  the  missile  operator  vehicle  exercise.  SSgt 
Jewel  R.  Hand  has  also  been  chosen  to  drive  the  40-foot 
flatbed  trailer  through  the  obstacle  course.  Sgt  Larry  R. 
Ross  will  be  assisting  as  spotter.  The  R-6  recharger 
(44,500  GVW)  will  be  in  the  hands  of  A1C  Larry  E.  Ar- 
trip,  driver,  and  Sgt  William  V.  Pierson,  spotter.  SSgt 
Gary  L.  Vanhouter  (Olympic  Arena  — 1975)  has  the  re- 
sponsibility of  coaching  and  advising  the  team. 

The  vehicle  operator  exercises  were  designed  to  ap- 
proximate as  closely  as  possible  the  normal  day-to-day 
driving  performed  by  maintenance  personnel.  The  com- 
petitor’s knowledge  and  individual  skill  in  handling  the 
type  of  vehicles  used  in  his  normal  duties  can  be  highlight- 
ed through  a series  of  competition  events.  The  vehicle 
exercise  consists  of  two  passes  through  the  course  in 
hopes  of  achieving  a perfect  score  of  240  points. 

The  vehicle  exercise  is  held  inside  a 300'  x 253'  square 
area  for  the  recharger  vehicle  and  300'  x 298'  square  area 
for  the  40'  flatbed  trailer.  The  starting  point  is  the  Serpen- 
tine Event  which  requires  the  driver  to  drive  through  a line 
of  three  barrels.  He  is  graded  with  points  being  deducted 
on  the  number  of  times  his  vehicle  touches,  scrapes,  or 
bumps  the  barrels. 

The  driver  proceeds  to  the  next  event  called  Offset  Al- 
ley, in  which  he  is  required  to  drive  through  the  confines 
of  an  “offset  alley.”  He  is  graded  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Serpentine  Event. 

McConnell’s  Munitions  Team  (from  left):  Sgt  David  Koos- 
er,  team  chief;  Sgt  Gary  Roddy,  SrA  Rex  A.  Schechter, 
A1C  Lawrence  A.  Moses  and  AlC  Roger  D.  Smith. 
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The  next  challenge  is  the  Straight  Line  Event  which 
requires  the  driver  to  guide  his  vehicle  in  a straight  line, 
with  the  right  wheels  of  his  vehicle  following  a given  path. 
The  path  allows  space  for  the  wheels  to  follow  the  path 
without  touching  or  moving  the  markings.  The  event  is 
judged  by  the  number  of  markings  displaced  by  the 
wheels. 

The  pressure  is  not  reduced  since  Alley  Dock  Event 
requires  the  driver  to  back  his  vehicle  into  a dock  area  and 
stop  within  six  inches  of  the  rear  of  the  dock  for  a perfect 
score.  The  driver  then  departs  the  dock  area  and  enters  the 
Diminishing  Clearance  Event  which  requires  the  driver  to 
proceed  down  a pre-determined  lane  wherein  the  clear- 
ance between  the  markers  diminishes.  The  driver  is  penal- 
ized for  each  instance  of  touching,  stopping  or  knocking 
down  a barrier. 

The  Stop  Line  Event  is  the  final  event.  After  negotiat- 
ing the  Diminishing  Clearance  Event,  the  driver  con- 
tinues down  the  line  and  must  stop  his  vehicle  before 
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381SMW  Crew  S-196  (L-R)  lLt  Kenneth  W.  Bottemiller, 
MCCC;  lLt  David  J.  Runt,  DMCCC;  SrA  Daniel  M.  Hain- 
line,  MFT. 


going  over  a given  line.  He  is  scored  on  the  distance  the 
foremost  part  of  the  vehicle  is  away  from  the  stop  line. 

Successful  completion  of  the  difficult  course  will  deter- 
mine the  recipients  of  the  Best  Vehicle  Operator  awards 
for  Titan  and  Minuteman.  The  highest  combined  score 
attained  by  the  vehicle  operator  teams  will  be  the  Best 
Missile  Vehicle  Operator  Team  in  SAC. 

The  team  effort  comes  into  focus  as  the  point  totals 
begin  to  mount.  Each  team  contributes  its  efforts  to 
achieve  a winning  exercise.  Exercise  point  totals  are  com- 
bined to  reach  higher  award  plateaus  — Best  Titan  and 
Minuteman  Wings.  Maintenance  personnel,  vehicle  oper- 
ators, crew  members,  communication  specialists,  security 
police  and  civil  engineers  perform  valiant  efforts  to 
achieve  this  goal. 

The  ultimate  goal  of  each  wing,  each  team  and  each 
team  member  is  to  win  the  coveted  Blanchard  Trophy. 
The  wing  with  the  highest  points  for  all  combined  exer- 
cises will  be  declared  the  overall  winner  which  is  emble- 
matic of  being  the  best  of  the  best  in  SAC. 

Members  of  the  McConnell  maintenance  teams  are 
confident  that  they  can  not  only  win  their  respective  team 
awards,  but  also  provide  the  help  needed  to  win  the  Blan- 


chard Trophy.  As  in  each  year’s  competition,  each  man’s 
individual  contribution  to  the  vital  team  effort  can  result 
in  the  realization  of  everyone’s  goal  — bringing  the  Blan- 
chard Trophy  back  to  McConnell  where  it  belongs  for  an 
unprecedented  third  time. 

McConnell’s  381st  Security  Police  Squadron  Olympic 
Arena  Team  is  aiming  at  bringing  home  the  “Best  Security 
Police  Team”  trophy  this  year  and  hopes  to  earn  as  many 
points  as  possible  toward  winning  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 

The  security  police  entered  the  Olympic  Arena  compe- 
tition for  the  first  time  in  1975  competing  in  a practical 
exercise  at  a launch  site,  written  testing  and  weapons  fir- 
ing. This  year,  they  will  enhance  the  competitive  spirit  by 

firing  and  a convoy  exercise.  McConnell’s  competitors 
claimed  the  “Best  Titan  Security  Police  Team”  in  the  1975 
event. 

Competing  at  Vandenberg  will  be  the  Convoy  Com- 
mander, lLt  Darwin  W.  Abbott  and  Communications 
Plotters,  SSgt  Jimmy  D.  Connor  and  Sgt  Norman  P. 
Bullinger.  Two  Missile  Security  Alert  Teams  will  also 
compete.  SrA  Robert  H.  Servisand  A1C  Patrick  J.  Grif- 
fith will  make  up  one  team  and  A1C  Stanley  T.  Hall  and 
A1C  Michael  W.  Yardley  will  compose  the  other. 

Lt  Abbott,  Sgt  Connor,  Sgt  Bullinger,  Amn  Servisand 
Amn  Griffith  were  all  members  of  last  year’s  Olympic 
Arena  team. 

According  to  Lt  Abbott,  the  team  has  been  undergoing 
extensive  practice  sessions  since  mid  January.  Prepara- 
tion for  Olympic  Arena  ’77  competition  consists  of  wea- 
pons firing  practice,  on-the-job  knowledge,  written  test- 
ing and  convoy  exercises.  Some  training  is  conducted  in 
the  field  during  normal  duties.  Lt  Abbott  noted:  “For  the 
group  practice  exercises,  the  team  is  assembled  to  practice 
and  improve  its  team  work.” 

To  develop  and  maintain  proficiency  with  the  M-16 
rifle,  team  members  fire  at  the  weapons  range  three  times 
per  week.  A simulated  convoy  exercise  is  conducted  at 
least  weekly,  and  evaluations  of  exercises  to  be  expected 
at  Vandenberg  are  made  at  least  weekly. 

This  year,  the  381st  Communications  Squadron 
(AFCS)  will  send  two  teams  to  the  competition.  SSgt 
Phillip  M.  Holt  and  Sgt  Richard  D.  Newby  will  represent 
the  Missile  Control  Communications  System  mainte- 
nance section.  This  work  center  is  responsible  for  the 
missile  site  dial  lines,  direct  lines  and  the  wire  type  mainte- 
nance network  which  allows  the  missile  men  to  talk  to 
anyone  on  the  site.  It  also  maintains  the  coded  switch. 

The  team  of  SSgt  Holt  and  Sgt  Newby  will  be  working 
on  an  emergency  phone  system  circuit  plate  and  circuit 
plate  tester.  A fault  will  be  put  in  the  system  and  the  team 
will  be  required  to  troubleshoot,  find  and  repair  the  mal- 
function. 

The  SAC  Automated  Command  and  Control  System 
(SACCS)  maintenance  will  be  represented  for  the  first 
time  in  the  competition.  Sgt  David  A.  Van  Dine  and  SrA 
Roy  T.  Garcia  are  the  selectees  for  this  honor. 

SACCS  prime  responsibility  is  maintenance  of  direct 
lines  between  a missile  site  and  Headquarters  SAC,  num- 
bered air  force  headquarters  and  other  missile  complexes. 
This  is  accomplished  by  input  device  and  sends  messages 
via  radio  waves. 

The  SACCS  team  will  be  given  a power  supply  with  a 
malfunction.  Utilizing  specially  designed  equipment,  they 
will  be  required  to  isolate  and  troubleshoot  the  problem, 
locate  and  analyze  it,  and  repair  it.  The  entire  process  will 
be  timed  and  graded. 

The  381st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  at  McConnell  is 
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390SMW  MCCS  technicians  SSgt  Herman  V.  Tijerina  and 
AlC  Sammie  K.  Stambaugh  review  checklist  procedures. 


participating  in  Olympic  Arena  for  the  second  year  but  in 
a much  more  expanded  role  this  time.  This  year,  the  engi- 
neers are  sending  two  teams  each  representing  a separate 
shop  and  its  related  job  function.  Each  team  is  composed 
of  two  members  and  is  unique  since  one  member  of  each 
team  is  a non  commissioned  officer  and  the  other  is  a 
civilian  employee. 

The  refrigeration  and  air  conditioning  specialists  will 
be  working  on  the  25T  Trane  Refrigeration  Compressor. 
Last  year,  the  Trane  Compressor  was  also  used  in  the 
competition;  however,  the  technicians,  Sgt  Darwin  R. 
Hyde  and  Mr.  Robert  J.  Ragsdale,  are  competing  for  the 
first  time.  Their  trainer  is  SSgt  Billy  R.  Maxcy. 

New  to  the  competition  this  year  are  the  interior  electri- 
cian specialists  who  will  be  competing  using  the  52N  cir- 
cuit breaker.  Sgt  Thomas  Mullen  and  AlC  Rafael  D. 
Romero  are  the  competitors.  They  are  being  trained  by 
TSgt  Daniel  N.  McKever  of  the  Quality  Control  Branch. 

Both  teams  are  working  toward  one  goal  — being  the 
best  civil  engineering  technicians  at  Olympic  Arena.  To 
accomplish  this  goal,  not  only  must  they  continue  to  carry 
their  normal  share  of  the  daily  maintenance  workload  in 
their  shops,  but  they  must  also  devote  many  extra  hours 
to  receiving  the  training  they  require  in  order  to  be  the 
best. 

Specifics  of  the  air  conditioning  and  electrical  competi- 
tion are  unknown  ahead  of  time;  however,  all  training  is 
directed  toward  making  each  team  member  intimately 
knowledgeable  of  all  disassembly,  troubleshooting,  ad- 
justment and  assembly  procedures  associated  with  this 
particular  piece  of  equipment. 

Each  individual  trains  toward  the  goal  of  anticipating 
his  partner’s  thoughts  and  actions.  Teamwork  is  the  tool, 
and  with  it  the  engineers  hope  to  achieve  the  speed  and 
accuracy  needed  to  prove  we  have  the  best  technicians  at 
Olympic  Arena  and  very  probably  in  the  entire  Air  Force. 

The  390th  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Davis-Monthan  has 

a proud  and  distinguished  heritage.  The  wing  was  activat- 
ed as  the  390th  Bombardment  Group  in  January  1943. 
Equipped  with  B-17  Flying  Fortresses  the  unit  flew  com- 
bat operations  in  Europe  while  assigned  to  Eighth  Air 
Force.  Thirty-four  years  later,  two  of  the  unit’s  former 
squadrons,  the  570th  and  571st, alongwith  the 390SMW, 
will  be  sending  47  personnel  to  compete  in  the  tenth 
Olympic  Arena  competition. 


In  October  1976,  TAC  assumed  host  responsibilities  of 
Davis-Monthan  AFB.  The  Security  Police  and  Civil  En- 
gineering contingents  who  will  join  with  390  SM  W Oper- 
ations Crews  and  Maintenance  Teams  in  competition  are 
from  the  355th  Combat  Support  Group  (TAC).  Also,  the 
390th  Communications  Squadron  is  comprised  of  men 
from  Air  Force  Communications  Service.  The  D-M  con- 
tingent is  never-the-less  one  group,  and  they  are  out  to 
win.  The  big  one,  The  Blanchard  Trophy  has  never  been 
won  by  D-M,  however  all  competitors,  trainers,  and  staff 
feel  that  the  10th  competition  is  the  one  for  them  to  show 
their  stuff. 

The  four  missile  combat  crews  competing  are:  Crew  S- 
204  commanded  by  1 Lt  Thomas  L.  Davidson.  DMCCC  is 
lLt  Steven  K.  Yates.  TSgt  Robert  W.  Bash  and  SSgt 
Robert  D.  Iversen  are  BMAT  and  MFT  respectively. 
Crew  S-138’s  commander  is  Major  Charles  N.  Bunce, 
DMCCC  is  1 Lt  Glen  D.  Sanborn.  The  BMAT  and  MFT, 
SSgt  James  T.  Dunn  and  Sgt  Allen  R.  Murry  round  out 
the  crew.  Crew  S-068  has  a two-time  Olympic  Arena 
Competitor  as  Commander,  Capt  Michael  P.  Wiedemer. 
The  remainder  of  the  crew  are  new  guys  to  competition: 
1 Lt  Gill  S.  Paszek,  DMCCC;  SSgt  Kurt  L.  Rein,  BMAT; 
and  SSgt  Glen  C.  Allen,  M FT.  Last  but  not  least  Crew  S- 
004  is  commended  by  Capt  John  J.  Sigafoos,  Jr.,  another 
returnee  to  competition.  His  DMCCC,  1 Lt  Terrence  J. 
Tallent;  BMAT,  SSgt  Joseph  J.  Welsh,  Sr.;  and  MFT,  Sgt 
Bruce  E.  Cook  are  all  newcomers  to  Olympic  Arena. 

The  1 6 man  maintenance  contingent  is  a mixed  breed  of 
former  competitors  and  first  timers.  The  Propulsion 
Team  of  SSgt  Michael  J.  Przyblski  and  Sgt  Philip  M. 
Haagenson  are  veterans  of  Olympic  Arenas  past.  For  the 
first  year  Titan  Pneudraulic  personnel  are  in  competition. 
The  D-M  team  of  TSgt  George  C.  Kochenberger  and 
SSgt  James  C.  Jensen  are  experienced  missile  technicians, 
each  having  participated  in  actual  missile  test  launches 
from  Vandenberg.  A strong  nucleus  of  former  competi- 
tors are  on  the  wing  Munitions  Team.  They  are  TSgt 
Merle  M.  McKee,  Sgt  Lester  E.  Taylor,  and  Sgt  Franklyn 
C.  Kent.  These  three  and  their  teammates,  A 1 C Walter  E. 
Reed  and  AlC  Ronald  E.  Fisher,  are  out  to  prove  they  are 


390SMW  Vehicle  Operator  Exercise  competitors:  Sgt  Earl 
L.  Jarrett  and  TSgt  Michael  W.  Pierce,  kneeling,  and  Sgt 
Thomas  B.  Stapler  and  TSgt  Charles  H.  Meyers,  standing. 
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the  “Best  of  the  Best”  in  1 977 . Another  experienced  team, 
but  one  without  Olympic  Arena  performance,  is  the  Pro- 
pellant Transfer  Team.  Between  them,  TSgt  (MSgt  selec- 
tee) Jack  E.  Brunzell  and  TSgt  Michael  W.  Pierce  have  26 
years  in  the  missile  career  field.  One  other  new  team  this 
year  is  made  of  specialists  in  Power  Production,  the  RPIE 
Team.  Sgt  William  Cain  and  SrA  Frank  T.  Smith  will  be 
putting  it  all  together  for  a trophy  win.  The  sixth  mainte- 
nance team  is  the  Missile  Maintenance  group.  Team  Chief 
TSgt  Charles  H.  Meyers,  Sgt  Thomas  B.  Stapler  and  Sgt 
Earl  L.  Jarrett  are  old  hands  at  competition  as  well  as 
professional  performers  on  the  Tital  II  weapon  system. 

The  Missile  Vehicle  Operator  exercises  will  be  support- 
ed by  four  of  the  wings  personnel  from  the  maintenance 
teams.  TSgt  Charles  H.  Meyers,  TSgt  Michael  W.  Pierce, 
Sgt  Thomas  B.  Stapler,  and  Sgt  Earl  L.  Jarrett  will  be 
“Wheeling”  the  R-6  Recharger  and  40  foot  Flatbed  with 
Diesel  Tractors  attached  through  an  intricate  driving 
course  designed  to  test  their  ability  in  handling  heavy 
vehicles  precisely  and  safely. 

Davis-Monthan’s  355  CSG  Security  Police  Team, 
winners  of  the  “Best  Titan  SPS”  trophy  in  1976,  are  out  to 
repeat  their  performance  and  add  to  their  wins  by  taking 
the  “Best  SPS”  award.  Convoy  Commander  will  be  Capt 
Sidney  W.  Griffin  who  will  lead  his  team  in  a practical 
demonstration  of  SPS  nuclear  weapon  convoy  proce- 
dures. Two  Security  Alert  Teams,  “Papa”  and  “Sierra” 
will  compete  in  practical  exercises  involving  simulated 
missile  complex  security  responses.  “Papa”  Team  Com- 
munications Plotter  is  SSgt  Wayne  L.  Thompson,  veteran 
of  OA  ’76.  MSAT  Leader  is  SrA  Ronald  J.  Howe  and 
MSAT  Member  is  A1C  Michael  H.  Icenogle.  The  “Sier- 
ra” Team  has  two  competition  repeaters.  Comm  Plotter 
Sgt  William  R.  Davis  and  MSAT  Leader  SrA  Donald  W. 
Krchmar.  A1C  Jerry  E.  Meiser  completes  the  team  as 
MSAT  Member.  In  addition  to  these  practical  proficien- 
cy demonstrations  all  team  members  will  fire  the  M-16  for 
points  and  take  a written  proficiency  test. 

Another  355  CSG  unit  competing  for  the  390  SMW  are 
the  Civil  Engineers.  The  four  competitors  will  perform 
exercises  that  are  normal  functions  accomplished  at  oper- 
ations bases  in  support  of  missile  weapon  systems.  The 
“REFERS”,  refrigeration  specialists,  will  be  challenged 
to  work  in-shop  on  the  checkout,  troubleshooting,  and 


repair  of  a Titan  Chilled  Water  Compressor.  The  two  man 
team  is  made  up  of  Mr.  Robert  L.  Chase,  a competitor  in 

1976,  and  A1C  Dee  M.  Rowe.  The  Electrical  Team  of 
SSgt  Bonifacio  (BON)  Chavez.  Jr.,  and  Sgt  Richard  S. 
Krause  will  tackle  the  checkout  and  repair  of  important 
Titan  complex  electrical  units.  All  team  members  will 
take  a written  proficiency  test  as  part  of  competiton  scor- 
ing. 

Air  Force  Communication  Services’  390  SMW  Com- 
munications Squadron  will  have  four  contenders  this  year 
vice  two  in  1976.  Task  areas  will  involve  the  checkout  and 
repair  of  SAC  Automated  Command  Control  Systems 
(SACCS)  that  are  used  daily  by  missile  combat  crews.  The 
SACCS  Team  of  Sgt  Allen  R.  Hinz  and  Sgt  David  E. 
Zysek  are  professionals  all  the  way  and  anxious  for  their 
first  win.  This  year  will  be  second  competition  for  SSgt 
Herman  V.  (T.  J.)  Tijerina  who,  along  with  A1C  Sammie 
K.  Stambaugh,  will  tackle  the  electronic  “bugs”  intro- 
duced into  the  Missile  Control  Communications  System 
(MCCS)  exercise.  All  personnel  will  receive  a written 
proficiency  test  in  addition  to  being  evaluated  on  the  prac- 
tical exercise. 

Davis-Monthan’s  competitors  may  be  a mix  of  SAC, 
TAC,  and  AFCS  personnel,  however  they  are  training  as 
one.  Their  objective,  Numero  Uno  in  Olympic  Arena 

1977. 
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1977  Flying  Safety  Rate 
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Captain  Yule  Wins 
Kalberer  Airmanship 
Award 


On  10  March,  General  Russell  E. 
Dougherty  awarded  the  Major  Gen- 
eral Alfred  F.  Kalberer  Outstanding 
Airmanship  Award  to  Captain 
James  A.  Yule,  96  BMW,  Dyess 
AFB.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
the  emergency. 

Captain  Y ule  was  administering  an 
annual  check  ride  to  two  staff  pilots. 
Trouble  began  just  as  the  B-52  left  the 
ground  and  the  pilot  raised  the  gear 
handle.  Cockpit  indicators  initially 
gave  normal  indications  that  each  of 
the  four  main  landing  gear,  and  the 
two  tip  gear  were  retracting.  The  two 
forward  main  landing  gear,  however, 
got  about  half  way  up  and  then  start- 
ed back  down.  The  two  warning 
lights  illuminated.  The  crew  initiated 
checklist  procedures  to  restore  hy- 
draulic pressure  to  these  two  critical 
systems,  without  success. 

Captain  Yule  immediately  termi- 
nated the  evaluation  and  directed  the 
crew  to  obtain  ATC  clearance  and 
enter  the  holding  pattern  at  the  Cars- 
well AFB  initial  approach  fix.  To 
verify  his  worst  suspicions,  Captain 
Yule  then  went  down  into  the  lower 
compartment,  through  the  alternator 
deck  access  door  to  personally  in- 


spect the  wheel  well  area.  He  found 
hydraulic  fluid  everywhere  making 
his  narrow  footway  even  more  ha- 
zardous, and  confirmed  that  both  hy- 
draulic systems  were  out  of  fluid.  He 
noted  that  the  left  forward  gear,  in 
moving  aft  and  down  in  its  extension 
cycle,  had  been  aided  by  the  slip- 
stream into  an  apparent  down  and 
locked  position.  However,  since  the 
right  forward  gear  moves  forward 
and  down,  the  slipstream  was  pre- 
venting the  gear  from  moving  to  the 
down  and  locked  position. 

Captain  Y ule  returned  to  the  cock- 
pit and  took  command  of  the  aircraft 
from  the  left  seat.  A radio  conference 
was  established  with  command  post 
and  supervisory  personnel,  who  con- 
sulted directly  with  the  most  quali- 
fied technical  specialists  in  the  Boe- 
ing aircraft  engineering  department. 
It  was  determined  that  the  aircraft 
must  be  landed  with  no  normal  steer- 
ing capability,  no  braking,  with  the 
right  forward  gear  in  the  interme- 
diate position,  and  the  left  forward 
gear  down  and  locked  but  only  being 
held  there  by  the  over-center  lock. 
Further,  there  was  no  aerial  refueling 
capability  since  the  normal  and 


General  Russell  E.  Dougherty  congrat- 
ulates Captain  James  A.  Yule  as  Maj  Gen 
Alfred  F.  Kalberer,  USAF  (ret),  looks  on. 
(Photo  by  SSgt.  Patrick  Nugent,  USAF) 

standby  systems  for  opening  the  ae- 
rial refueling  doors  are  hydraulic  sys- 
tems one  and  two. 

The  aircraft  was  diverted  to  Ed- 
wards AFB  for  landing  on  the  dry 
lake  bed.  Captain  Yule  directed  the 
crew’s  preparations  for  any  eventual- 
ity by  giving  clear  guidance  for  emer- 
gency egress  for  all  possible  circum- 
stances. As  the  aircraft  touched 
down,  a chase  aircraft  reported  the 
right  forward  gear,  which  was  free 
swinging,  began  to  flop  as  it  would 
contact  the  ground  and  then  bounce. 
Captain  Yule  felt  no  unusual  vibra- 
tion through  the  control  column,  but 
when  the  drag  chute  was  deployed 
and  the  aircraft  speed  decreased, 
more  weight  was  put  on  the  lone 
front  landing  gear.  This  caused  the 
aircraft  to  start  heeling  over  on  the 
right  tip  gear  because  of  the  lack  of 
support  from  the  right  forward  main 
gear,  and  the  aircraft  started  curving 
to  the  left,  directly  into  the  path  of 
crash  and  rescue  men,  vehicles,  and 
equipment.  Captain  Yule  introduced 
a very  small  amount  of  crosswind 
crab  to  the  aft  gear,  straightening  the 
aircraft  path  and  definitely  avoiding 
a major  disaster. 

Captain  Yule’s  superior  pilot  skill 
caused  the  aircraft  to  come  to  a com- 
plete stop  — after  a two  and  one-half 
mile  landing  roll.  His  outstanding 
airmanship  and  professional  compe- 
tence under  the  extreme  stress  of  this 
unique  emergency  are  directly  re- 
sponsible for  the  safety  of  the  crew 
and  the  recovery  of  the  aircraft. 

Captain  Yule  was  born  at  Coopers- 
town.  New  York,  attended  Coopers- 
town  High  School  and  graduated 
from  the  State  University  of  New 
York  at  Oswego  with  a Bachelor  of 
Science  degree  in  Mathematics.  Cap- 
tain Yule  also  holds  a Master  of  Lib- 
eral Arts  degree  from  Texas  Chris- 
tian University.  Commissioned 
through  the  OTS  program  in  Sep- 
tember 1968,  he  completed  a combat 
tour  in  Southeast  Asia  in  1971.  He 
was  stationed  at  Carswell  AFB  until 
July  of  1976  and  is  now  stationed  at 
Dyess  AFB. 
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MINUTEMAN  CREW  E-151,  44SMW,  Ellsworth  AFB:  MCCC  Captain  Lee  W.  Ray,  and 
DMCCC  2Lt  Peter  W.  Pandolfi. 


TITAN  CREW  R-032, 390SMW,  Davis-Monthan 
AFB:  MCCC  Captain  David  J.  Daniels,  DMCCC 
2Lt  Victor  Wowk,  MSAT  Sgt  John  N.  Williams, 
BMFT  A1C  David  L.  Sansone. 


Maintenance  Man.  Technical  Sergeant 
Charles  E.  Kemp  380FMS,  380  Bomb 
Wing,  Plattsburgh  AFB. 


Individuals  selected  for  these  pages  as  SAC's 
top  professional  performers  of  the  month  are 
chosen  from  nominations  made  by  all  SAC  un- 
its. Selection  is  made  only  after  all  nominations 
have  been  carefully  screened  and  those  chosen 
meet  the  highest  standards  of  excellence  as 
outlined  in  SACR  127-2. 
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44SMW  Crew  E-069:  lLt  Frank  E.  Met- 
rusky  and  2Lt  Carl  L.  Hamblin. 


Members  of  308SMW  Crew  S-174 
(from  left):  Capt  Elliot  R.  Orr,  lLt  Ed- 
ward L.  Whittenburg,  SSgt  Dennis  L. 
Tarkington,  and  Sgt  Michael  D.  Fiyak. 


321SMW  Capt  B.  E.  Roberts,  2Lt  M.  G.  Borders,  2Lt  ] 
J.  M.West,  lLt  R.  Lamontagne,  and  lLt  D.  W.  Shields 
lLt  E.  C. Williams,  Capt ).  Sweeder,  Capt  S.  M.  Broom  j 
Capt  R.  C.  Lowmiller  and  lLt  D.  ).  Swartzbaugh. 


90SMW  crewmember  Capt  Harry  E.  Benjamin  checks  for  paper  jams  in 
communications  equipment  at  the  launch  control  center. 


390SMW  Crew  S-204  is  commanded  by  lLt  Thomas  L.  Davidson,  seated. 
(L-R)  is  the  DMCCC,  lLt  Steven  K.  Yates;  MFT  SSgt  Robert  D.  Iversen;  and 
BMAT  SSgt  Robert  W.  Bash. 
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Members  of  308SMW  Crew  S-172  (from  left):  Capt  Robert  E.  Loach,  lLt  Charles  L. 
Lewis,  Sgt  Daniel  R.  Dinkins,  and  SSgt  Leo  S.  Schrubb. 


S-052  of  the  532SMS  (L-R)  lLt  Donald  Foley,  MCCC;  2Lt  David  Stinson,  DMCCC; 
neth  E.  Davidson,  MSAT;  and  SSgt  Benny  B.  Teague,  MFT. 


MW  Crew  E-079,  Capt  E.  W.  Kipp  and  2Lt 
. W.  Mendez,  tackle  a paper  jam  problem. 


341SMW  Operations  Crew,  Capt  J.  E. 
Toole  and  Lt  K.  Cappock. 


1LI  I 
nis. 


Michael  W.  Hail  and  lLt  Arnulfo  S.  Ala 
44SMW  Crew  E-168,  reset  wave  conver 
ter  indicator  panel  lights. 


Crew  S-174  of  the  533SMS  (L-R)  lLt  Dana  H.  Bell,  MCCC;  lLt  Terry  G.  Cook,  DMCCC 
AlC  Gary  M.  Hansen,  MFT;  and  A1C  Michael  F.  Gremillion,  MSAT. 


TACTICAL  FLYING 


OVER  TWENTY-ONE  YEARS 

170  AREFG,  McGuire  (NJANG)  NONE 

OVER  NINETEEN  YEARS 

171  AREFW,  Greater  Pittsburgh  (PAANG)  Mar  ’58 

OVER  EIGHTEEN  YEARS 

157  AREFG,  Pease  (NHANG)  Jun  ’58 

OVER  SEVENTEEN  YEARS 

940  AREFG,  Mather  (USAFR)  May  ’59 

916  AREFS,  Travis  Sep ’59 

97  BMW,  Blytheville  Mar  ’60 

OVER  SIXTEEN  YEARS 

19  BMW,  Robins  Oct ’60 

151  AREFG,  Salt  Lake  City  (UTANG)  Feb  ’61 

OVER  FIFTEEN  YEARS 

161  AREFG,  Sky  Harbor  (AZANG)  Apr  ’61 

126  AREFW,  Chicago  O’Hare  (ILANG)  Apr  ’61 

134  AREFG,  McGhee  Tyson  (TNANG)  Aug  ’61 

11  AREFS,  Altus  Feb ’62 

OVER  FOURTEEN  YEARS 

301  AREFW,  Rickenbacker  Jul  ’62 

96  BMW,  Dyess  Aug  ’62 

449  BMW,  Kincheloe  Aug  ’62 

OVER  TWELVE  YEARS 

160  AREFG,  Rickenbacker  (OHANG)  Dec  ’64 

OVER  ELEVEN  YEARS 

136  AREFW,  Dallas  NAS  (TXANG)  Jun  ’65 

320  BMW,  Mather  Jul  ’65 

OVER  TEN  YEARS 

452  AREFW,  March  (USAFR)  Sep  ’66 

92  BMW,  Fairchild  Feb  ’67 

OVER  NINE  YEARS 

55  SRW,  Offutt Jul  ’67 

2 BMW,  Barksdale  Aug  ’67 

319  BMW,  Grand  Forks Dec  ’67 

22  BMW,  March  Feb  ’68 

OVER  EIGHT  YEARS 

128  AREFG,  Gen  Mitchell  (WIANG)  Jan  ’69 

5 BMW,  Minot  Feb  ’69 

OVER  SEVEN  YEARS 

42  BMW,  Loring  Sep ’69 

93  BMW,  Castle  Oct  ’69 

141  AREFW,  Fairchild  (WAANG)  Oct  ’69 

OVER  SIX  YEARS 

28  BMW,  Ellsworth  May  ’70 

OVER  FIVE  YEARS 

7 BMW,  Carswell Mar  ’72 

101  AREFW,  Bangor  (MEANG)  Mar  72 

OVER  FOUR  YEARS 

416  BMW,  Grifflss May  72 

305  AREFW,  Grissom  Aug  72 

376  SW,  Kadena  Nov  72 

ICBM 

OVER  THIRTEEN  YEARS 

381  SMW,  McConnell  Nov  '63 

OVER  TWELVE  YEARS 

90  SMW,  F E Warren  Jul  ’64 

1 STRAD,  Vandenberg  Sep  ’64 

OVER  ELEVEN  YEARS 

308  SMW,  Little  Rock  Aug  ’65 

OVER  SIX  YEARS 

341  SMW,  Malmstrom  Apr  70 


To  gain  listing  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  a SAC  or  ARF  unit  must  be  accident-free  for  48  months. 
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2 BMW,  Barksdale  Crew  S-53:  P Capt  David  L Young,  CP  Capt  Kevin  S Clifford,  RN 
Capf  Leonard  D C Teixeira,  N 1 Lt  Charles  D Wennermark,  EWO  Capt  Richard  L 
Bomersbach,  G TSgt  Lee  D Cramer 

9 SRW,  Beale  Crew  S-75:  Capt  Dale  B Hudler 

55  SRW,  Offutt  Crew  E-18:  P Capt  Edward  L Rupp,  CP  Capt  David  W Rhoads,  CP 
Capt  Lawrence  M.  Nelson  Jr,  N Capt  Leo  M.  Cutcliff  Jr,  N 1 Lt  George  A Golightly 

90  SMW,  F E Warren  Crew  E-183:  MCCC  Capt  Roger  P Houck,  DMCCC  2Lt 
Gordon  M West 

91  SMW,  Minot  Crew  E-086:  MCCC  Capt  James  L Smith,  DMCCC  1 Lt  Glenn  D 
Wright 

96  BMW,  Dyess  Crew  E-104:  P Capt  Kenneth  L Black,  CP  1 Lt  William  A Hendrex, 
CP  1 Lt  James  M Harris,  NN  Capt  Jerry  M Cryer,  BO  SSgt  Odie  R Davidson  Jr 
305  AREFW,  Grissom  Crew  R-105:  IP  Capt  David  A Bechtol,  CP  1 Lt  Lawrence  C 
Bollrud,  N 1 Lt  Dennis  W McDuffie,  IBO  Sgt  John  J Mehall  Jr 

319  BMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  R-16:  P Capt  Clyde  E Gulick,  CP  Capt  David  G 
Vangsnes,  CP  1 Lt  Mark  G Liptrap,  RN  Capt  William  J Full,  NN  2Lt  Kenneth  W Roy, 
EWO  Capt  Terry  L Bunas,  AG  Sgt  Glen  S Cragg 

320  BMW,  Mather  Crew  R-09:  P Capt  Robert  M Maddox,  CP  1 Lt  Mark  R Collins,  RN 
Capt  Terrance  L Payton,  NN  1 Lt  Richard  A Towle,  EWO  1 Lt  Thomas  A Pennington,  G 
SSgt  Gregory  R Heller 

321  SMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  E-145:  MCCC  Capt  Thomas  E Symonds,  DMCCC 
1 Lt  John  B Diischer 

341  SMW,  Malmstrom  Crew  E-162:  MCCC  Capt  Luther  A Whitney,  DMCCC  2Lt 
William  A Ward 

341  SMW,  Malmstrom  Crew  E-164:  MCCC  Capt  Donald  E Armstrong,  DMCCC  2Lt 
William  M Springer 

351  SMW,  Whiteman  Crew  E-046:  MCCC  Capt  Sam  J McMurry,  DMCCC  2Lt 
William  D Tisaby 

380  BMW,  Plattsburgh  Crew  S-104:  IP  Capt  Thomas  L Merrill,  CP  1 Lt  John  A 
Bushko,  IN  Capt  Richard  P Muse,  IBO  SSgt  Earl  A Darling 
384  AREFW,  McConnell  Crew  R-160:  P Capt  Joseph  R Johnson,  CP  1 Lt  Daniel  A 
Kopack,  N 1 Lt  David  E.  Benton,  BO  SSgt  Charles  W.  Bogda 


The  SAC  Safety  Screen  is  an  honor  roll  of  SAC’s  most  professional  crews.  To 
gain  listing  on  the  Screen,  crew  members  must  be  nominated  by  their  unit 
commanders  and  meet  high  selection  criteria  of  experience  in  their  aircraft  or 
missile  system  /AW  SACR  127-2. 
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BLANCHARD  TROPHY 
WINNERS 

7 351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 
9 321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

0 44  SMW,  ELLSWORTH  AFB 

1 351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

2 381  smw,  McConnell  afb 

3 90  SMW,  F.E.  WARREN  AFB 

4 321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

5 381  smw,  McConnell  afb 

6 341  SMW,  MALMSTROM  AFB 
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